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' fecus, shell by these acte be forever abrogeted.” 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

President, Mianesote Shnippess: frites, : Syte at 
_. fhrough Supt., Somsolidates chippews agency, de ntl ant 

te ae nants 

MA ae tcp ml he Sy gear Ke. 4 leon: 

On July £6, 1941, the Yribel Smecutive Comittee of tre Minuesste 2: pre wa 
Trive sdopted Resolution tc. 4 governing future enrollment of mexbers ia the tribe 
which resolution, pursuant 9 Section ©, article Ii of the Constitution ef the i 
Minznesote Chippews Tribe, was ratified by the sribai delegates on July 26, 1961, 
gad gubmitts: for @pproval by the Sesrotery of thé Interior. 

Yor the reusons hereinafter discussed 1 fink it necessary to disanproys ‘ 
Resolution Ho. 4. , 

The resolution re-snscts Section £ of Article II of the Trital Constitution 
in that only aoscendants of Chippewa Indians duly registered on the apsroved rolis 
of any reservation or dbené referred to in Section 1, Article II of the Constitu- 
tion es recornized by the United States pursuent te the Act of January 14, 1229 —" 
{25 Stat, 642), shell be elicibie for membership in the Minnesota Shippewm Prive, ~~ 

“an@ eleo in that it resognizes the present rolie maintained by the Cons>lidated iad 
“hippews Agency subject, however, to correction by the governing body. (“ne resole- — 
ution declurss that ali descendunts of the persons mentioned are slizible for en- = 
rollusnt as s matter of rirht recariless of place of birth, dserse of indian Bico2, fae 
plece of residence et present, tribal affiliation, etc., an? further provides that O 
such persons shell file @ birth certificate or ocher supporting evidence es procf = 
of their richnt to enralliuent. The proceiure, sfter the establishment of their ae! 

Aight to enrolinent, ds, aceording to section 4, article II ef the tribal Consti- 
tution, for the epplicatians of such persons to receive consiterstion by the govern- 

ing body and the Gacision thereon to receive ratification by the tribul delagotes. 
The Tesolution provides that upon ratification thereof by the tribe] delegntes and 
approval by the Gecretary of the interior, “the present policy now existing of si- 
rolling only Inéiens who ere Presidente of the mized Indien courtry, or their. 

Yhe resolution, however, recov 

ments thet sensideration be given to “association, recornition, end affiliation” 
in doternining future membership, apperently leaving such consideration to the 
@iscrotion of the governing body. | . 

» 

; At the outset it should be stated that the Indian Reorganizstion Act of June 
12, 1954 (4° Stet. 984), dy providing for thr organization of incian tribes on the 

basis of self-government, has delogete? to those tribes the right to deternine their 

own mowbership wherever constitutions euch es thet of the Minnesote Uhipoewa Tribe . 

have been promulgeted pursuant to that set and embodying previsions governing *ri~. 

= 

wal membership. These provisions are elons governing 404 ull prier depirtmeatel 
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réegulatione thereby tecems ineffective, In the sese of th the Minnesots oa 
inéiens, this moans vhas tribel membersiis ic henceforth ruled ty the meat aoe 
contained in article if of the vribel sone titation and by y Pegulations aiiootce oe 

the tribe, therefers, is act bound tyr deps rimentel rules end revuletions 
eal éecisions suah ac the ao-culied Patterson ead cabettie episions shick vers 

veferred to & musber of times in the minutes cof the mestinge. “he tribe we ny 
recognize aii descendants of tinnesete chippees indiene as entitie? t¢ us edi A 
ship in the tribe if it so desires and if the Seoretary of the interior ynororee 
any resalution pagsed ter thet parpter. 

“a ptudy pf the mtmtes, bowever, appears to ¥evedl tht wection 2 of the 
resolution which reliez on the set ef Jenuary i4, i885 (86 Stat. 2), in order 
to provide for gush = general right of earellwsnt seens to be besed on an erpor 
of law. That ect id uot fequire that all descendents of encestors listed on. 

| the 2089 roll be febvogniced as members of the tribe, It te eleur, hovever, fron 
several remarks made by tribél members who epoke during the meotings et dich 
yestlution Uo. 4 was discussed end @dopted, thet thoy believe’ they vere legaliy 
csiee to eanapt ae waubers: elt Sessendants ae Winnesote obigpewe taiiens 

Pron other resaris | made during thees meetings a appears: ‘wnat part ‘ee the” 
peneen for dig Ne é s of. ibe..0 sinit to wenbershio all descendents of 

: ewes foe Bete Rows ean an paoraous Lsvtlaayg . ae 

pact: woke: a uns oppor re 
fe Hasan mechan 20. beaga they. mead nak ree 

it shoul be. onde. steer re ‘the ‘erie. thet’ aay expeckaxion of muah scree 
 # spprentiat Ee aa Hitbox’ hap dente 45 ipl if the Miamesote. Salppers indie . / 

| geivics 4 + horn us ‘or pres r
ig urs 

cata bal Jdadien.. aos sa. oe at he. fa ion re 

+o peroneal te ears ‘wateh dimes ae ate 
gress eumet justifiably. be expects’ to ‘ake leree approprictions in ‘order to 
Sistetonse 1 aa A benefits te ‘ambrous amerleans wanes indian peeerertoad bee bese 

‘Cenxraes pak mid tery expenditure ere a0 vary laxee. the 
therefore, must vealiee thet every sev same «hich thay add ¢6 the suaharetiy. eon 

will by that auch decreased the share every member now se in the Bintie? <t 

e of he Mimesets ‘bi ppese trike. 

it should be efded aleo thet the rules represented by Henolation * ne. 4 are 

fundamentally eppesed to the peliey emunciate! again and eguin by Jougress eee 

"be eval lsble +o 
iy Seats aden 
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| followed by this bercrtasnt, It te the basic polisy of the Imad eorrant 
set, guora, te wmstle tribal orginiastions to mintein their ddentity ana eg 5 
low # naturel developuent unasupored ss far ae possible ty outst ae influences. 
@ection £# of that eet provides thet: 

ian ef 

“The term ‘Indien’ as Gaeed in this est abl) inelute all parsons of 
indisn deseent who are sesbaers 6f any recognize! Indien tripe sox unter Fader. al jurisdiction and all persens whe are deesendents of sesh meabers who 

_, were on June 3, 19M, posiding within the present bountaries of eny Inileg = - oN 
Peservation, @nd shall furtuer inciude 21 oLLer persons ef ous]-bul? oF 
more inilun bisoi.” oe ——on ee 
(underscertag supplied.) 

@hte provision makes it cults glear thet nonresident persons of tess than ene- 
, ‘Bal? indian blood are mot even inciaded in the basic enumerstion af groups cone 

sidered by the very act under which tke constituzion of the Minnesota Gnippem \ 
“rive has deen promlgsted. 

_ Bimllarly, the resent appropriation eets provides that educational benefite 
may be evailadle only to persons of at least one-fourth Indien blood. The sanc __ 
restriction applies to leans to be unde from revolving ereiit funds set up unier © 
the annuel Sporopristian Gcte of thie Sspartment. Ganerelly speakinc, an sver 
incressing number of indian tribes are incorporeting in their constitutions proj 
wWistons limiting membership te persons having « mirious susantus of indian blood, 
Sais is in entire accord with the policy of Consress and this Jepartment. The . 

_.pmrpese_of the indian keorganization Ast end the syates established thereunter . 
Gould asver be realized if the orderiy and well-organized life of Indien tribes: 
based on © Close-cnit membership steeped in the tradition and usage of their 
tribe were to be disrunzted by the lares seale eduiasion ef persons whose only 
sontact with the indian tride is a neglicible quentuz of Indian blood ani the 
@osire to reap financial benefits from such membecraiip. 

This Department is chergod vith the responsibility of protecting the Intinn 
trides in their identity end their property, ané of securiaz to them the benefits 
ef the ecysten of orderly tribal self-zovernment estebdlished by the Iintian isorzan- 

Gcation Act. This responsibility hes been implemented dBy givine this Depertaent 
the richt to e@porove or Gisaporove eertein tribal resolutions,ané especially 
tnose 4enling with ¢4mission to membership. I believe that Kesolution No. 4 would 
have undesirable sonse:ueaces which were not made manifest in the consideretion 
givea to that resolution by the council, end thet in disapproving thet resolution 
tae Separtment will protect the tride and its future generetions from the danage 

to their property end to their tridel organization which tiat resolution mizht 

I ex confident thet once ths errors cf inw ani fact on which that rosolu- 
4i¢e mac clearly based are fully resiliced by the tride, they will wish to molify 

| enees provisions ané $0 Linit tribel mesderahip te those persons who by thair 

ee of indian bioed, their residence within the indian reservation, er other 
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