Land Di vi si on
d ai s
48957-41
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

M. C H WIson
Presi dent, M nnesota Chi ppewa Tri be
Through Dept., Consolidated Chi ppewa Agenay,

On July 26, 1941, the Tribal Executive Conmmittee of the M nnesota Chi
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ppewa

“hippewa Lhe tribe

Tride sdopted Resolution o, 4 governinz Tulure enrollmani of members |1 the 1
wh'eh Tesofutton, porsuam to Settion 2, Atile 11 of ‘the Constitutijon of the

M nnesot a Chi ppewa Tribe, was ratified by the tribal del egates on July
and subnitted for approval by the Secretary of the Interior

For the reasons hereinafter discussed | find it
Resol uti on No. 4.

in

The resol ution re-enacts Section 2 of Article Il
in that only descendants of Chippewa | ndians duly registered on the
of any reservation or band referred to in Section 1, Article Il of th

and tion as recognized by the United States pursuant to the Act of Ja
(25 Stat. 612), shal | be eligible  for menership t he
and also in that it recognizes the present rolls maintained by the Cd

of the Tribal Constit

26, 1941

necessary to di shpprove

ution

Constitu

uary 14, 1889

M nnesot@hi ppewa Tr i be
nsol i dat ed

inroved rolls

IS

Mo AURLEA W o g g evni VIR R A MO R LW Jo A S THA S sIele) PRI LI 4 &
e as proof

such persons snzll fils & dirth eertificate or ocher supporting evi

. of toeir right to enrelluent., Ths proceiure, sfter the estadlisiment
right to enrolTnment, is, according to Section 4, Article Il' of the Tr

tion, for the applications of such persons to receive consideration }

i ng body and the decision thereon to receive ratification by the trib
The resol ution provides that upon ratification thereof by the triba
rolling only Indians who are residents of the recognized |ndian count |

in determ ning future menbership, apparently |eaving such considerati

di scretion of the governing body.

At the outset it should be stated that the I|ndian Reorganization
18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), by providing for the organization of Indian

basi s of self-governnent,
own menbership wherever constitutions such as that of the M nnesota
have been promul gated pursuant to that act and enbodyi ng provisions g

bal nmembershi p. These provisions are al one governing and all prior de

of their =4
bal Constitu

y the govern
del egat es.
el egates and
y, or their

bn to the

Act of June
tribeson the

i ppewa Tri be
overning tri
part nent al

has del egated to those tribes the right tocﬁdeterninetheir
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eor@Meﬂiione%ébgj@f@fst@st tiéectiraemersiisiniche sgeandftthebed ty the aesedXd ...
ehe Gribt withithe eprreyel e bheveersaterr sf the interisr, esS,

the trise, tberefers ia aot bound ty doperimentel ruled end revuletions
gW23 &%

\pehened to & ofhiames is ths singtes shctkipberrieas ihe tritit.soraayore
j sgnigs 211 descerdants of dmnssoss a2 v
etip in the tri¥e 17 11 =q desirse apd if the seeretary af ghe interior e
any rssolution pagsod for ibet purpses, —

wtudy of the almites, "however, anpeere tc revea thet section 2 of the
restlution which relies onthe jet of January 14, 198; (85 Stet. £23), in order

+oprovide for such general right of emtoliwent seems to te based onen error
| of law. That ect did not requirethet all descendents of ancestors Listes ..
the 1889 roll berecognized as members of the tribe, |+ ic cleur, however, ﬁmﬁ .-
c

several remarks made by tribe] mesbere whospoke during tho meetings et whi
resolution lIc, 4 wasciseussed end adoptes, thet thoy believed they were lecally

bound to gecept agmembers e]] descendents es Yinnesots Chippeswe |nd|esas

Sl "~ FeOn Other remarks made during thess meetings it sprearshet part of ‘the ~ -

reason for tho reedi ness ofth \ tmbe 1o sinitto udmbershi al-l- descendents of
 $he ¥iswerots Sitvrews Inttems ¥ wm § o faeronse 1n

: coms ' : : S it M "m az mw in
lprdsr %o setiefy the elaing Q@' &m M#Mm&mm Arat thay monld et ros
Suis dedesreusi ng the share of tssets nowavabab#e fs@l& Rk nisoni i ot s AR

the Siimeesote Uhippowa Tribe, o TR 'j L R e R

4%should be sede clear $ethe trlbe W‘ﬁ mﬁ' W%ﬁw of suoh Mﬁwﬁiw
@i epproprietions iwwithout eny bestsix fagis If ke Mimsesobe Shippews Indighns
00 Geokee-teshare their property with alareemeber  of peraons “whoere Indians —
neither by ‘nens, recldense, or attnehnent-but merely ely theaecident sf aerell
portion o dladien bleed, is order to extend such Benefits ts maybe availeble to
_~——s@annesote Chippews Indtens to tre lereest possible number of persons, Shet door
Ot @onstitateany reason for Gengress to incresse those tribal acsets inorder .
to sefeasuardthe share which present mesbers of the tribe maynor @xpect., fon-
gress cannot justifiably be expéeted to make large appreprietions in order to
districoute unearned benefits to Rumerous americans wnoee ladien ehareoter bee beer
@12 Bet lest. Sapectallyis thin truein time of war when finanaiai Gesunde upon
gonrress for militers expenditure ere ao very large. *“he Minnesota Chippom: ‘rite,
therefore, must reslize that every nev seme whichthey addto the mesterahip roll
will by that much decrease the shure every mester nox has in the Limits' eaarts

ef  the Minnesota Chippese Tribe. |

it ahoulé be efded aleo thet the rules represented By Resolution 7© 4 Bs
fundamentally opposed to the selicy enanelate?2 agein and again by sonerreas @Bs




followed by this Experiment. It is the basic policy of the Indian Reorganization
Act, supra, to enable tribal organizationsto maintain their identityand to fol-

semtaonalgrad dpyel apmeitovnhagPengd:so far as possibl e by outside influences.

*7he Serm "Indien’ as waed fa tuls st xkw)
I ndi an descent who are nmenbers of any recognitediat ri be  now under Feder a

juri sdaeicon al | personswho are descendant s of such nenber s who
were on June 2, 1934, residing within the present boundaries of any Indian
reservation, and shall further includeall_other persons of one-halt or
nore | ndi an bl ood. "

(Underlining supplied.)

This provision makes it quite clear that nonresident persons of |ess than one-
hal f 1 ndian bl ood are not even included in the basic enuneration of groups con-

sidered by the very Act under which the constitution of the M nnesota Chi ppewa
Tri be has been promnul gat ed.

Simlarly, the recent appropriation acts provide that educational benefits
may be available only to persons of at |east one-fourth Indian blood. The sane
restriction applies to loans to be nade fromrevolving credit funds set up under
the annual appropriation acts of this Departnent. GCenerally speaking, an ever
i ncreasi ng nunber of Indian tribes are incorporating in their constitutions pro-
visions limting menbership to persons having a m ni num quantum of | ndian bl ood.
This is in entire accord with the policy of Congress and this Departnent. The
pur pose of the Indian Reorgani zation Act and the system established thereunder
could never be realized if the orderly and well-organized life of Indian tribes
based on a cl ose-knit nenbership steeped in the tradition and usage of their
tribe were to be disrupted by the |arge scal e adm ssion of persons whose only
contact with the Indian tribe is a negligible quantum of Indian blood and the
desire to reap financial benefits fromsuch nmenbership

is charged with the responsibility of protecting the Indian
tribes in their identity and their property, and of securing to themthe benefits
of the system of orderly tribal self-government established by the Indian Reorgan-
ization Act. This responsibility has been inplenented by giving this Departnent
the right to approve or disapprove certain tribal resolutions, and especially
those dealing with adm ssion to nenbership. | believe that Resolution No. 4 would
have undesirabl e consequences which were not nade manifest in the consideration

Thi s Depart nent

given to that resolution by the council, and that in disapproving that resol ution
the Department will protect the tribe and its future generations fromthe damage
to their property and to their tribal organization which that resol ution m ght
cause.

| am confident that once the errors of |law and fact on which that resol u-
tion was clearly based are fully realized by the tribe, they will wish to nodify
these provisions and to limt tribal nenbership to those persons who by their
degree of Indian blood, their residence within the Indian reservation, or other
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