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| amreturning for reconsideration a draft of a Broppsed
letter to the President of the Mnnesota Chi ppewa Tribe di sapprov-

ing resolution No. 4, concerning tribal enrollnent.

Your menorandum of January 14 expresses disagreenent with the

first paragraph on page six of the letter, which interprets Section

3, Article Il of thetribal constitution to mean that the rules

whi ch the tribal governing body is thereby authorized to enact

shoul d govern both (1) adoption of menbers, and (2) enrollnent of Rane

individuals entitled as a matter of right to yet the i

nenmor andum i ndi cat es with the next, and last, paragraph {

of the letter, which logically follows with the suggestion that osl

consideration be given to sets of rules to govern (1) and (2), {

&ove. We do not understand in what particular way the letter is .
it

i ncorrect.

That the tribal authorities fully appreciate the far-reaching
scope of their proposed action is, we believe, conclusively shown
by the follow ng excerpts fromthe mnutes of neetings of the Tribal -
Executive Comm ttee of May 15-18, and July 25-26, 1941. Apparently -
these m nutes had not been brought to your attention when the neme- g
of January 14, was prepared.

The follow ng excerpts are taken fromthe mnutes of the neet~
tng of May 15-18, 1941, at the page nunber indicated:

Page 19, No. 16 was presented. M. Rogers expl ai ned
that |ast year everyone Spoke on the queation and from the notes he YO
took at that time he found the concensus of opinion was that every-
one who was entitled to enroll ment under the Treaty of 1889, regard- 4 4
| ess of blood degree, place of residence, etc. shonld be approved.

"according to the Resolution No. 16 just read, thefirst thing ges
woul d be to approve therolls as they are at the present time. The
second thing would be to provide that all issue of menbers of the
Tribe who are entitled to enroll ment under the treaty of 1889 shoul d
be enrolled, provided that they are descended fromenrolled menbers.

Pa

A._-T_,_‘_ e @~
5 o

b



“He explained thet the Tribel gouncil would first have to
approve the Resolution, then the del egates woul d approve it ang
finally it would go to the Washi neton O fice for approvel

“ir. Fairbanks brourht up the question as to whether people
enrolled at this time as the result of this Resolution mcht not

seek back paynents made during the years they were not on the rolls.

"Nr. Rogers said they would not ve entitled Xo such back paynents.

om - +07 nm net - - . ew ey - ~ (3

"Mr, Connor asked if the wi sconsin deleration would be here and
M. WIson advised him he did not believe so. itr. Connor spoke of
the 600 “Yisconsin nanes taken out of the rolls on lottery and the
effort being made now to put themback on the rolls. He nentioned
the amount of research work necessary to dig things out

"w. wlson pointed out that the noney comes fromgratuity and
not Trical funds and the ones entitled to any claim«ill be investi-
gated and the | ands val ued according to the valuatior of [ands in that
area and that the Departnment was investigating thet now As soon as
it was conpleted a bill would be introduced to take care of the ones

entitled to this noney.

vr, Rogers pointed out that under the regul ati ons suggested any
degree of blood would count....... be one-hundredth...... SO a
descendent. And they woul d be born anywhere, either on or off the

Reservati on.

"W, Connors suggested that in his oninion they mght |ose rather
t han gain nenbers on such a schene.

“Nr, Xahdub advi sed that he has seen told the Treaty of 1689 is
not a treaty at all.

"M. Sanders replied that it is recognized as a treaty but it
bas some limtations in regard to funds.

"Nr. Savage questioned whether or not there mght not be a |ot
of law suits on back paynents.

"Nr. Rogers agreed it was easy to get into law suits but didn't

believe they could cet far with one. Particularly since they were
approving the rolls as they are now and will be addi ng nore nanes.”

Page 28. "Rogers: M. President and Del ezates - A year ago you
el ected me President of your council. W were neeting over in the



court rooms here and this question was broucht up adidn't gyoti t
appointed an enrolinent conmttee. This didn't function
This question of enrollnent has been up for discussion eoy ..o ,
. e o past T
diols'Bgtestion have 2cplgrape number oftcrrplpehsions 4n the Arency'$rfrice £50
11lment. Nothing can be .done with the applications until we make some
's and rezulations. Since the enrollment committee @id mot functi
Mies Sanders and I got together and drafted the rules that we now. heave bot
your hands, They are nof perfect and they can be chanred et anynetineyouye
It will give you sonething to talk about and if you don't Iike :
ean take themof ot hieaveirind hem  These wiiesverdhronent thieed to wi de open Any

the treaty or azreenment of 1889 are entitled to enroll nent.

"These rul es provide that any descendent, no matter whet degree of
bl ood he possesses or where he lives, or where he is born, solong as he
can prove that te is a descendent or issue of one of the original famlies_
isentitled to enroll ment under these regulations. That isthe idea. “le
want to enroll everybody who is entitled to enrollnent. ‘iedidn't con-
sider the quantumof Indian blood, nor we didn't consider the place where
t hey were born or where they lived. You may live or mirht have been born
inany part of the world and still be entitled to enrollment under these

rules we have given out.

"The present policy of the Departnent is to enroll only those who
vere born or are born in the Indian country. W felt there are a great
nunber of menbers of the tribe who are rightfully entitled to enroll nent
that are not on the rolls because they were born just outside the reser-
vation. |f they happened to be born outside of the Indian country they
were not enrolled. That seemed to be the sentinent of the delegates a t
year ago and when this matter was discussed | nmade some notes of what the

di fferent sneakers said.”

Page 30. "Now we have the approved rolls. Then we have a | ot of
descendents who are not on the rolls and your provision No. 2 takes
care of that. Your section 2 reads - 'That all issue of nembers of the

M nnesot a Chi ppewa Tribe, pursuant to the Act of January 14, 1889 (25
Stat. 642) are hereby declared eligible for enrollment in said tribe.*

e

"You will recall that the Treaty of 1889 uses the word ‘issue’
and your constitution uses the word ‘decendent', and issue and
decendent are one and the sane, so section No. 2 takes care of all the
new bvorns and those who have been stricken fromthe rolls. |If they are
entitled to enroll ment they have to prove they are decendents and issue
of the original nenbers that would be entitled to enrol I ment under these
rules. Your Sec. No. 3 provides e manner in which these applicants
shal | prove how they are entitled to enrollment; that is, they nust file
a birth certificate and ot her supporting evidence so that it will be
possi ble for the tribe and the azency to definitely establish the fact

that they are rightfully entitled to enrollment. In other words, they
have to prove to you and to the agency that they are issue or decedents
of some oOf the original nmenbers of the tribe. |If they can prove that,

under these rules, they are added to the rolls."
Page 34. "Im Anywaush: (In Chippewa - interpreted by Shingobe)
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Friends and , . . . :
Inalgan agﬁdsﬁem igves ThisThe  reason thasayi s being di scussed noo'otetre
- scussgd now i s

_ d
very danrerous one. It has been ebout six years thet | have come ?row

bays wataouhd t e arsde wecdhave ofjonour over this asdto baaeus. |iSeneseidof t beoal d

a % :
one-fourth. | went to work and presented 2 dill to themend told tﬁ%n1*
thet they nmust consider the zrandchildren and different things thet
mght interfere wwth this bill. There was never in the past any nmen-

tion made of drawing any line; relationship was the only thing that was
considered in the past. ven though the child hed very little Indien
dl ood, in considering relationship, he-was still an Indian. - One thine
that these old folks over there urged me to do was to heavenerey onny
I ndi an people. Don't ever, es long as you live, discrimnate acainst
your fellow Indians. Since | heve been active in council work | have
heard that some have come in on your rolls through the courts - hired
| awyers so as they could get on the rolls. | understood there was a
coum ttee apvointed to drawup a bill and t-at at such tine as they
arafted the bill they “ere going to send it to each reservation where
our Indians reside so they would have the privilege of discussing this
question and so every individual Indian would knor and understand and
have thorough knovl edze of the proposition. In this way, when it was
finally acted upon and passed, nobody could cone up and say he didn't
know anyt hing about it or didn't understand it."

Page 47. “Lawence Connor: M. Chairman and Fel | ow Del ezates -
We said quite a | ot yesterday and, sunmarizing all that has been said
it comes to ny mnd that we should go into further detail in studying
the matter. |f we accept the rules as they are, or the bill as has teen
drafted, to take on those who have veen scratched off for sone reason
and just put themback on the rolls - if we accept one we will be doing
injustice to the one followng if we reject him Tribal funds are about
exrausted. We rould be doing injustice to the full-blood Indian to have
a large tribe of mxed-bloods. Yhen these half-breeds appear before the
| aw- maki ng vodies in the interest of the needs of the Indian they wll
say they are white nmen. Burdick says he is part Indian, that there is
some Indian blood in himbut he doesn't take advantage of it. M fellow
del egates, if we want to do justice to the man who needs the help - the
Indian - | think we will be doing an injustice if we accept the bill as
it is and thereby make a whol esale tribe of the M nnesota Chippewes. On
the other side, the half-breed would be very glad to be taken into the
Chi ppewe Tribe. He would feel honored to be recornized as an Indian but

are we doing full justice to the original Anerican Indian?"

Pare 52. M. Northrup. "I appreciate the position taken by our
friend, M. Connor, fromNett Lake, when he is trying to protect the
trioal funds tut the government has lots of noney. It zives nonies to

peopl e and nations across the weter who have no right rhatever to this
money. And we, easa nation, have claimon this noney because they
haven't paid what they bouent fror us. So ve needn't fear we are going,
toute uy this tribel nmoney, if we eccert the rightful heirs to this
estete wil e you, nmy friends, nentioned a while ago. There will be anple
provi sion nede when the tine cones to settle. That will be about ell I
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to use it under your constitution, I then! you.”

The fol | owi ng excerpts are taken from the minutes of the Neet i ne
of July 25-26, 1941, at the page number indicated:

Page 4. “M. Anywaush, hoxever, spoke on the various phases of
the enrol |l ment question which had al ready been di scussed before his
arrival and he was so inforned. He earnestly requested the del egates
however, to seriously, carefully and fully consider the natter before |
themconsidering its seriousness to themand their children, not to be
hasty in anything they did concerning it. He stated the Wiite Zarth
people felt that the Indian people would be endangered unl ess extrene
care were exercised in passing these rules.”

i Page 14. "M. Anywash adnoni shed the delegates to | ook into the
f resolution thoroughly, as he believed they would find sonething there
and made the statement ‘This is not a snall matter'. He asain urged

each and every nmenber to be careful, to understand the question
* thoroughly because of those who had sent themthere, that all due
eaution should be taken for the sake of the children who rould live
after thedel egates. He stated that whoever had Indian blood in
"their veins and was on the rolls was an Indian but that he also had
grandchil dren who were not on the rolls. He stated there were sone
go-cal l ed Indians who ‘got enough noney out of their enrollnment to
start a shop to sell that which we are not allowed to have', so that
the only tinme they professed to be ‘Indians' was when they wanted
*to be enrolled to get this noney, that they have now forgotten they
; are supposed to be Indians and claimto be sonething else. He begged
- the delegates to be careful that they did not tie a knot which their
oochlldren and grandchi |l dren could not untie.*®

¢
a.

Page 17. ‘Rogers: | have been interested in your organization
‘gince it was started, and | have before ne here your Constitution and
By-laws. They were approved July 24, 1936, that is five years ago day
edbefore yesterday. | have attended your neetings and |istened to your
! discussions and every year this enrollnent question came up. ‘*e
I would spend a lot of time at each neeting tal king over this matter
" These rolls you are discussing today should have been made out five
feyeeer s ago. | notice in the audi ence here your first president, John
p Broker, and | notice another past president, John Penmberton, and | am
} a past president, too. Your present president here was a president
{ vefore he got the Chair this year. Last year | nmade you a pronise
when you el ected me president, thet ‘before the year was up | would
v have a set of rules and regulations for enrollment’ and | have kept
, Ny promse. You have your rules and regulations thet you are now
 discussing. If these are bad, | will take all the blame because |
! drew themup. | had Tom Sanders of the Indian Oifice to help ne,
wut these are ny ideas. ‘there did | eet then? For five years |



|
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. listened to you deleretes talk on the enrol dows vote” Saece ing these
eetried in the best way that | could to set in

attrul es and regulations. The way | have set themdown is the way you
nesthave talked for the last five years. Now you may talk one way and

detwot e anot her hgw," taHi S is theofvayt hgod cehave Tred gl ked and oyou heant ed fove
You 1

iatiabi de by the treaty and these rules and regul ations take you rirht

eback to the Rice Treaty. Maybe you don't want these rule3. Probably

iciyou are satisfied the way thin=s are now | don't know whet her you

are or not. If you are, | would be glad to draw up set of rules

I and requlations along those lines, Now a lot has been said about

etéhe tinme taken to draw up these rules and regul ati ons but these

eeare the result of five years of delioeration and | have tried to set
down your wi shes in these rules and regulations. Now they may not be
perfect. Nothing is perfect. They may look alrizht to some of you

edeow, they nmy look alright to nme, but after we try themout for a
year there may be a lot of things wong with themand you have the

| power to change it. The suggestion of the chairman to appoint a com
| mttee | think is a very good idea and if there is any changes to be
-made, then this cormttee can suggest them If there are to be any

amendnments to be made or suggestions it is to go back to the Executive
Committee and if they are satisfied they may nake the required anmend-
| ments and send themback to you. This is a deep subject. ‘Wat you do
aetoday will affect the lives of a lot of people. If you adopt these
her ul es you are goingto open the rolls w de open. That is, the children.
F of children's children of the signers of the treaty of 1889 are going
fon the rolls no matter where they are born. They may be born right here
ain Cass Lake, or they may be born in China or Africa, if they are a
descendent of the signers of the treaty they would be entitled to en-
| rollment. That is what your rolls provide. Now if you are not satis-
ffied with that arrangenent, don't pass these rules. | am not going
to try to influence you one way or the other, that is not ny business.
i1 want to do what you want done and your Executive Committee wants to
‘ do the sane thing. You have elected themto represent you and they
| want to represent you. So if the conmmttee that is appointed wants
t to change these rolls, why, | am sure that the Executive Conmttee
wll azree to that. If there is anything wong with these rules
f that they will so state and chance themaccording to their satis-
¢ faction. | agreed with sone of these other del egates here that
eythis is not a lieht subject. It is a subject that you have to give
i alot of thoucht to and | want to say this: That the Indian Ofice has
# nothing to do with these rules. These are yours and the Commttee's
Orul es. If the office had anything to do with themthey vould want
gerules to jibe with those rules that they have now. But the office
48 leaving this entirely to you. You are the one to decide and you
are the ones who are goine to be affected. Even if you have to give
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