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PREFACE

THI S REPORT BEG NS AT APPROXI MATELY 1880 AND ENDS | N 1939. THE

THREE SOURCES, | N ORDER OF | MPORTANCE, ARE THE NATI ONAL ARCHI VES I N

WASHI NGTON, D.C.; THE BIA AREA OFFICE INBEMDJI, M\.; AND THE OLD
DOCUMENTS FILE IN THE TR - CAP OFFICES | N CASS LAKE. THE MATERI AL

HAVI NG TO DO WTH COLLI ER, ZI MMERVAN, PHI NNEY, THEI R STAFF PLUS
ALL VERBATI M NOTES OF MEETI NGS ARE FROM THE ARCHI VES; THE REMAI NDER
OF THE M NUTES ARE FROM BEM DJIT, AND THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN
TRI BAL OFFI Cl ALS ALONG W TH QUOTES BY LOCAL PEOPLE ARE FROM CASS
LAKE.

QUOTES USED HEREI N WERE TAKEN, FOR THE MOST PART, | NTACT FROM
THE MATERI AL AND PAINS WERE TAKEN TO RELATE THEM I N CONTEXT. | AM
SUBM TTI NG WTH THE REPORT THE ORI G NAL SCURCES ALONG W TH MY

PERSONAL NOTES SHOULD THERE BE ANY QUESTI ONS NEEDI NG CLARI FI CATI ON
THAT ARE NOT FULLY | LLUM NATED | N THE TEXT.

THERE 1S STI LL WORK TO BE DONE ON THE CH PPEWA GENERAL COUNCI L
SECTION OF THIS REPORT. DUE TO THE TIME LIMT AT THE ARCH VES ONLY
3 OR 4 DOCUMENTS WERE USED FOR THI S SECTI ON.

THIS REPORT IS I N CHRONOLOG CAL ORDER

—— e e e e ——— ——— et s

M chael Peter Burris
Cass Lake, M nnesota
JUNE 1976
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"YOQU SHALL NOW BECOVE A MENTOR OF YOUR PEOPLE. THE THI CKNESS
OF YOUR SKIN SHALL BE SEVEN SPANS --- WHICH IS TO SAY YOU WLL BE
PROOF AGAI NST ANGER, OFFENSIVE ACTIONS AND CRITICISM YOUR HEART
SHALL BE FILLED WTH PEACE AND GOOD W LL AND YOUR M ND FI LLED W TH
A YEARNI NG FOR THE WELFARE OF YOUR PEOPLE --- W TH ENDLESS PATI ENCE
YOU SHALL CARRY QUT YOUR DUTY AND YOUR FI RWNESS SHALL BE TEMPERED
W TH THE TENDERNESS FOR YOUR PEOPLE. NEI THER ANGER NOR FURY SHALL
FI ND LODGVENT IN YOUR M ND AND ALL YOUR WORDS AND ACTI ONS SHALL BE
MARKED W TH CALM DELI BERATI ON. |IN ALL YOUR DELI BERATIONS --- |IN
YOUR EFFORTS AT LAWAKI NG IN ALL YOUR OFFI Cl AL ACTS, SELF-I| NTEREST
SHALL BE CAST | NTO OBLI VI ON. CAST NOI' OVER YOUR SHOULDER BEHI ND YQU
THE WARNINGS OF THE NEPHEWS AND NI ECES SHOULD THEY CHI DE YOU FOR
ANY ERROR OR VWVRONG YOU MAY DO, BUT RETURN TO THE WAY OF THE CGREAT
LLAW WHICH IS JUST AND RIGHT. LOOK AND LISTEN FOR THE WELFARE OF THE
LAW VH CH IS JUST AND RI GHT. LOCOK AND LI STEN FOR THE WELFARE OF THE
SECTI ON TVENTY- El GHT
VWHCLE PEOPLE AND HAVE ALWAYS IN VI EWNOT ONLY THE PRESENT BUT ALSO

—=—— CONSTITUTION OF THE FIVE NATIONS
SECTION TWENTY-EIGHT
ADOPTED 1390



THE ALLOTMVENT ACT I N M NNESOTA AND THE NATI ON

PRI OR TO THE ALLOTMENT ACT | NDI ANS OF THE RESERVATI ONS WERE

GENERALLY LTVING TN 1 SOLATED COMMUNI T1 ES.  THE LARGEST
CONCENTRATI ONS OF POPULATI ONS BEI NG ESTABLI SHED AROUND THE
AGENCI ES, TRADI NG PCSTS, AND WHAT FEW AREAS OF BUSI NESS NORTHERN
M NNESOTA HAD TO OFFER

“| NDI ANS COULD NOT ACQUI RE LI QUOR NOR COULD THEY FREQUENT AREAS
THAT SOLD LI QUOR | N FACT, |T WAS A FEDERAL OFFENSE TO SELL LI QUOR
TO THE "% MOST SCHOOLI NG THAT | NDI ANS RECEI VED WERE FROM THE
CHURCHES THAT ESTABLI SHED THEMSELVES | N THE SMALL TOWNS. | NDI ANS
WERE ENTI RELY OUTSIDE THE STATUS QUO, ENTIRELY OUT OF THE
MAI NSTREAM OF AVERI CAN LIFE. | N GENERAL, THEY WERE PROVI NCI AL, POOR

I LLI TERATE, W TH LI TTLE KNOALEDGE OF AMVERI CAN GOVERNMENT. AND_I N

y T _HAVE EVEN INTO THE EARLY

P

TWENTI ETH CENTURY THERE WERE SOME | NDI ANS ON THE MORE | SOLATED
PARTS OF THE RESERVATI ON WHO HAD NEVER SEEN A WHI TE MAN. | N ONI GUM
I NTO THE 1930' S ACCORDI NG TO | NDI AN OFFI CI ALS, SOVETHI NG OVER HALF
OF THE POPULATI ON COULDN' T COVMUNI CATE EFFECTI VELY | N THE ENGLI SH
TONGUE. FOR THE MOST PART, THEY WERE ORGANI ZED | NTO TI GHT FAM LY
GROUPS VWHI CH LIVED IN CLCSE PROXIM TY TO ONE ANOTHER. THEY DI D
LI TTLE TRAVEL AND WERE DEPENDENT ON THEI R AGENT FOR RATI ONS TO
SUPPLEMENT THEI R DI ET OF GAME AND FI SH.

BEFORE THEY WERE CONFI NED TO THE RESERVATI ONS, THEY DI D MOST

OF THEI R TRADI NG W TH THE POSTS | N NORTHERN M NNESOTA TRADI NG PELTS
AND OTHER GOODS FOR FOOD, CLOTH, ETC.



IN THE EARLY DAYS, AFTER THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF RESERVATI ONS,

SI QUX FROM THE DAKOTAS USED TOVISIT WTH THE | NDI ANS LI VING I N THE
NORTHWESTERN PART OF M NNESOTA. GEORCE SELKI RK, DELEGATE IN THE
DAYS BEFORE THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF TRI BAL GOVERNMENTS, TOLD | NDI AN
OFFI CE OFFI Cl ALS ABOQUT SEEI NG SI QUX AND CHI PPEWA DANCI NG TOGETHER
EACH YEAR ON WHI TE EARTH. SELKI RK REPORTED THI S I N 1934. | F SOVEONE
COULD HAVE TOLD THE | NDI ANS THEN WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED I N THE
NEXT FI FTY YEARS THEY WOULD NEVER HAVE BELI EVED I T.

- I NDI ANS HAVE HAD TO ADJUST I N THE SPAN OF A FEW DECADES AS FEW
PEOPLES HAVE HAD TO IN THE H STORY OF THE WORLD. TH S STATEMENT
NEEDS QUALI FI CATI ON. THEY HAVE ADAPTED SUCCESSFULLY. SINCE THE
FI RST CONTACT WTH THE "HAIRY MEN' FROM THE SEA THE | NDI ANS HAVE
HAD TO ADJUST OR DIE. OBVIQUSLY | NDI ANS HAVE LONG SI NCE LOST ANY
M LI TARY CAPABI LI TIES. THE OVER- RI DI NG QUESTI ON HAS BEEN THE MANNER
in WVRICH THEY WOULD ADJUST TO THEI R CONQUERCOR S EDI CTS,

HEREDI TARY CHI EFS FROM THE SEPARATE BANDS USED TO GOVERN
. COUNCI L MEETING. AND AFTER, FOR I NSTANCE, THE W NN Bl GOSH S, LEECH
LAKE, AND CASS LAKE PI LLAGERS WERE SETTLED ON THE SAME RESERVATI ON,
THE HEAD MEN BEGAN TO LOSE THEI R PONER. THE BANDS | NTERVARRI ED TO
suCH A DEGREE THAT BY THE TURN OF THE CENTURY THEY WERE CONSI DERED,
AS THEY ARE TCODAY, AS ONE BAND. ORI G NALLY THERE WERE THREE
RESERVATI ON ON TRACTS OF LAND ON WHAT |I'S NOW THE LEECH LAKE
RESERVATI ON; BUT AFTER A TIME, THE | NDI ANS BAND LOYALTY BEGAN TO
WANE. THE | NDI AN OFFI CE CONSI DERED THEM ALL LEECH LAKERS. A SI M LAR
TREND OCCURRED ON THE OTHER RESERVATIONS. |IN THE M D 1830’ S THERE
VWERE APPROXI MATELY HALF A DOZEN RESERVATI ONS | N NORTHERN M NNESOTA.
- 3-
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THE CH PPEWA HAD BEEN TRADI NG W TH THE " AMERI CANS" WELL BEFCRE

THEY WERE CONFI NED TO RESERVATI ONS. BUT THE REAL PERI OD OF EXPOSURE
CAVE WTH THE TI MBER BOOM IN M NNESOTA, OUTSI DE THE RESERVATI ON

BOUNDARI ES SI NCE THE Cl VIL WAR M NNESOTANS HAD BEEN LOGGE NG BUT IT
WASN' T UNTIL THE OPENI NG OF THE RESERVATI ONS THAT THE BI GGEST
PERI CD OF M GRATI ON STARTED. LUMBER COVPANI ES BOUGHT LARGE TRACTS
OF WOODED AREAS IN THE GOVERNMENT "SURPLUS" LAND SALES FOLLOW NG
THE GENERAL ALLOTMENT ACT OF 1887.

THE ALLOTMENT, OR DAWES, ACT WAS BROUGHT TO THE CHI PPEWAS AS
A MEANS TO ENTER "THE AMERI CAN LIFE. " PROFESSOR M LLER OF THE
UNI VERSI TY OF M NNESOTA IN A NEW | NTRODUCTI ON TO THE MERRI AM REPORT

OUTLI NED THE MORAL JUSTI FI CATI ON TO ALLOTMENT | N SEVERALTY:

"MEANVHI LE THE DOM NANT SOCI ETY, AS REPRESENTED BY THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMVENT, WAS N THE PROCESS OF DECI DI NG THAT THE SCLUTI ON

DEsiTREs bPOYAR RGN Yhe Asstlbtrdl Bhs RRRARPEEARNS odlifp

NOT MAINTAIN A VIABLE WAY OF LIFE AS | NDEPENDENT GROUPS ON

RESERVATI ONS, AND THAT RESERVATIONS WERE ONLY TEMPCORARY

REFUGES ON THE WAY TO COWPLETE ASSI M LATION. A MOVEMENT TO

PROMOTE RAPID ASSIMLATION WAS VIEWED BY MANY OF |ITS

SUPPORTERS AS THE ONLY HUMANI TARI AN ALTERNATI VE TO COWVPLETE

EXTERMINATION OF THE INDIANS."

THE SINE QUA NON OF ALLOTMENT WAS THE THEORY THAT IF ONE
COULD CHANGE THE ECONOM C BASE OF A PECPLE A SALUTARY CULTURAL
MODEL WOULD EMERGE PATTERNED AFTER WHI TE SOCI ETY. AFTER ALL, |F AN
I NDI AN ADOPTED A MORE CI VI LI ZED WAY OF LI FE, WHAT NEED HE FOR LARGE
AREA OF LAND? IN H S TYPI CAL TERSE STYLE, M LLER ADDED, 'AFTER ALL,
SLAVERY HAD BEEN ABCLI SHED IN THE UNI TED STATES ABQUT FI FTEEN YEARS
BEFORE, BUT NO ONE WAS URG NG THE ASSI M LATION OF THE FORMER

SLAVES.



THE DAWES ACT, TO USE A CLICHE, HAD FAR REACHI NG EFFECTS.
W TH N FORTY-FI VE YEARS THE LAND BASE ON | NDI AN RESERVATI ONS HAD
FALLEN FROM 138, 000, 000 TO 48, 000, 000 IN 1934. AT FI RST THERE WERE
VERY STRI NGENT RESTRI CTI ONS PLACED ON THE TYPE OF | NDI AN TO GET
CONTROL OF AN ALLOTMENT. A COVPETENCY COW SSI ON WAS DETAI LED TO
TEST APPLI CANTS AS TO THEIR ABILITY TO FUNCTION IN WH TE SOCI ETY,
I.E., HANDLE MONEY, SPEAK ENGLI SH, ETC. IN 1917 THE GOVERNVENT
RELAXED I TS REQUI REMENTS AND TW CE AS MANY PATENTS FOR | NDI ANS VERE
| SSUED IN THE NEXT FOUR YEARS. COMM SS|I ONER HUBERT WORK FOUND OUT
THAT A MAJORITY OF THE | NDI ANS WHO RECEI VED THEI R ALLOTMENTS
QUI CKLY DI SPOSED OF THEM ONE SUCH | NDI AN ATTENDED AN
ORGANI ZATI ONAL CONFERENCE FOR |.R A IN WSCONSIN AND TOLD ABOUT
H S PATENT:

"I REALLY HAVE NO RIGHT TO SPEAK HERE, BUT | SPEAK TO

WARN OTHERS. | GOT A FREE PATENT, AND | SOLD THE LAND AND

BOUGHT AN AUTOMOBI LE. | WRECKED THE AUTOMOBI LE, AND NOW |

HAVE NOTH NG BUT THE PANTS | STAND IN.*"

IN M NNESOTA EVERY RESERVATI ON BUT RED LAKE VOTED TO ACCEPT
THE DAWES ACT. | NDI ANS WERE OFFERED TRACTS OF EI GATY ACRES ON THE
VWH TE EARTH RESERVATI ON. ALLOTMENT WAS MANDATORY, THAT IS TO SAY
THAT EVERYONE ElI THER REQUESTED AN ALLOTMENT OR HE WAS ASS| GNED
ONE. IT IS OBVIOQUS JUDA NG BY THE CORRECT DI STRI BUTI ON OF | NDI ANS
ON THE SI X RESERVATI ONS THAT VERY FEW MOVED TO WHI TE EARTH AND TOOK
UP THE PLOW THE LAND LEFT OVER FROM " SURPLUS" LAND WAS SOLD BY THE
GOVERNVENT AT A FLAT RATE TO ANYONE WHO MADE AN APPLI CATI ON. THE
PLAN WAS TO MOVE ALL THE | NDI ANS TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF
M NNESOTA AND OPEN UP THE M DDLE FOR SETTLEMENT AND BUSI NESS. OF

COURSE THE LAND ON LEECH LAKE AND GRAND PORTAGE



WAS USELESS FOR FARM NG OR GRAZI NG FARM ANI MALS BUT AT THE TIME I T
WAS AMONG THE RI CHEST AREAS LEFT I N THE UNI TED STATES FOR LOGAE NG

———THE- ALLOPMEN?T ACP - WANTPTED-PO- MAKE | NDI ANS FARMERS AND THI S I N TURN
WOULD MAKE THEM JUST LI KE OTHER AMERI CANS. APPARENTLY LOGAE NG AS A
MEASURE OF CI VI LI ZATI ON WAS ASSI GNED A LESSER ROLE.

THESE " SURPLUS" LANDS WERE SOLD AND THE MONEY DEPCSI TED I N THE

U S. TREASURY IN A COMVON FUND FOR ALL CHI PPEWAS. KEEPING I N M ND
THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE CH PPEWA ALLOTMENTS WERE HAD ON VWHI TE
EARTH BY 1932, MORE THAN 50% OF THE LAND ORI G NALLY ALLOITED
REMAI NED | N | NDI AN OANERSHI P ON THE OTHER RESERVATI ONS.  NATHAN
MARGCLD, | NTERI OR DEPARTMENT SCOLIClI TOR, TOLD COLLI ER I N OCTOBER
1935 THAT "...THERE REMAIN ON THE RESERVATI ONS UNDER THE
JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE CONSOLI DATED CH PPEWA AGENCY NEARLY 12, 000
ACRES OF UNALLOTTED LAND." WH TE EARTH WAS NOT SO LUCKY, BY 1935
LESS THAN 4% OF THE LAND ORI G NALLY ALLOTTED REMAI NED | N | NDI AN
ONNERSHI P.

IN SOVE AREAS OF THE UNI TED STATES, PARTI CULARLY I N THE
WESTERN STATES, THE LOSS OF "SURPLUS' LAND WAS NEARLY ABSOLUTE.

I'N 1941 RED LAKE SUPERI NTENDENT BI TNEY WAS TO BRI EF COLLI ER
ABOQUT THE STRUGGLES GO NG ON DURI NG ALLOTMENT:

"THE GENERAL COUNCI L OF THE RED LAKE BAND OF CHI PPEWA | NDI ANS
WAS ORI G NALLY ORGANI ZED TO PROTECT THE | NTERESTS OF THE RED LAKE
I NDI ANS AND TO FI GAT THE ALLOTMENT | N SEVERALTY OF TRI BAL LANDS ON

THE RED LAKE | NDI AN RESERVATI ON. THE YOUNGER | NDI ANS ALL WANTED
ALLOTMENTS; SOMVE OF THEM STILL WANT ALLOTMENTS... THERE WAS A

RATHER BI TTER FI GHT BETWEEN THE TWO GROUPS AND THAT BI TTERNESS HAS
NOT DI ED DOMN. "
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I T WAS BECOM NG CLEAR TO SOVE GOVERNMENT OFFI CI ALS, LI KE
COW SSI ONER WORK, THAT ASSI M LATI ON WAS NOT OCCURRI NG QUI TE AS
RAPI DLY AS | NDI AN LAND WAS DI SAPPEARI NG ElI GHT YEARS LATER NEW
COW SSI ONER COLLI ER WAS TO TELL A SENATE COWM TTEE:
"?WO THHRDS OF THE INDIANS IN TWO THI RDS OF THE | NDI AN
COUNTRY FOR MANY YEARS HAVE BEEN DRI FTI NG TOMRD COVPLETE
| MPOVERI SHVENT.
VWH LE BEING STRIPPED OF THEIR PROPERTY, THESE SAME
| NDI ANS CUMJLATI VELY HAVE BEEN DI SORGANI ZED AS GROUPS AND
PUSHED TO A LONER SOCI AL LEVEL AS | NDI VI DUALS.
DURING TH'S TIME, WHEN | NDI AN WEALTH HAS BEEN SHRI NKI NG
AND | NDIAN LIFE HAS BEEN DIM N SH NG THE COSTS OF | NDI AN
ADM NI STRATI ON I N THE | DENTI CAL AREAS HAVE BEEN | NCREASI NG "
IT 1S QUTE APPARENT THAT THE ONLY THI NG | NDI ANS WERE BEI NG
EMANCI PATED FROMWAS THEI R LAND AND NOT THEI R LACK OF "CULTURE" NOR
THE MANNERS OF CI VI LI ZED MEN

MJUCH OF THE LAND LEFT TO LIVING ALLOTTEES HAD BEEN LEASED TO
VWH TES. AND BECAUSE MOST | NDI ANS AT THE TIME DI D NOT MAKE WLLS,
MOST LANDS WERE THROWN | NTO HEI RSHI P CASES. | F THE LAND WASN' T SOLD
I N A FEW GENERATI ONS THERE MAY BE HUNDREDS OF DESCENDANTS | NVOLVI NG
EXPENSI VE ADJUSTMENTS.

“UPON THE ALLOTTEE S Dgd, | T HAS . BEEN NECESSARY TO

PARTI TI ON THE LAND EQUALLY HEIRS OR TO SELL IT, AND IN

THE INTERIM | T HAS BEEN LEASED. "

BY 1939 ON THE GRAND PORTAGE RESERVATI ON, AMONG THOSE | NDI ANS
STILL I N POSSESSI ON OF ALLOTMENTS, ONLY 10% WERE LI VING THE OTHER
90% TIED UP IN HEIRSH P. ON LEECH LAKE, 12% WERE LIVING FOND DU
LAC 33%WERE LIVING ON WH TE EARTH 33% WERE LI VING NETT LAKE 22%

WERE LIVING AND ON THE M LLE LAC RESERVATI ON 86% WERE LI VI NG
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IN 1926 M LLE LAC WAS G VEN ALLOTMENTS FROM THE CONGRESS. I T
HAD VI OLATED THE TRUST CREATED I N 1889 AND DEPOCSI TED THE CEDED
LANDS UNDER THE GENERAL LAND LAWS. CONGRESS THEN AUTHORI ZED $40, 000

TO BUY LAND FOR "HOMVELESS NON- REMOVAL M LLE LAC | NDI ANS VWHO HAVE
NOT HERETOFORE RECEI VED ALLOTMENTS, " HOLDI NG THE LAND | N TRUST.
THE | DEA OF ASSI M LATI ON WAS HARDLY HEARD DURI NG THE NEXT FOUR
DECADES, THE CH MERA OF THE REFORMERS. AM D THE DI N AND CRY OF THE
AUCTI ONEER, ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND | NDI ANS HAD LOST THEI R LAND.
COW SSI ONER COLLI ER MADE NO BONES ABOUT THE ALLOTMENT act .
HE CONSI DERED | T MORAL | NJUSTI CE. DURI NG A SENATE HEARI NG | N 1934
HE BACKED UP HS CLAIM WTH FACTS:
"THROUGH THE ALLOTMENT SYSTEM MORE THAN 80 PERCENT OF THE
LAND VALUE BELONG NG TO ALL THE I NDI ANS I N 1867 HAS BEEN TAKEN
AVAY FROM THEM MORE THAN 85 PERCENT OF THE LAND OF ALL THE
ALLOTTED | NDI ANS HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY.
AND ‘THE ALLOTMENT  SYSTEM WORKING DOMWMN “ THROUGH THE
PARTI TI ONVENT OR SALE OF THE LAND OF DECEASED ALLOITERS,
MATHEMATI CALLY | NSURES AND PRACTI CALLY REQUIRES THAN THE
REMAI NI NG | NDI AN ALLOTTED LANDS SHALL PASS TO WH TES. THE
ALLOTMENT ACT CONTEMPLATES TOTAL LANDLESSNESS FOR THE | NDI ANS
OF THE THI RD GENERATI ON OF EACH ALLOTTED TRI BE. "
ORI G NALLY THERE WAS A TVEENTY FI VE YEAR WAI TI NG PERI OD BUT THE
CLAPP AND NELSON ACTS SPEEDED UP THE PROCESS AS WELL AS AN
ADM NI STRATI VE EDI CT I N 1917.

TO COLLI ER THESE WERE SURE | NDI CATORS THAN THE ACT HAD AT I TS
ROOT NO HUMANI TARI AN | NTENT. HE WROTE LATER IN A LETTER THAN HE

CONSIDERED I T "...CRIM NALLY FOOLI SH TO ASSI GN LAND TO PEOPLE WHO

WOULD NOT USE IT. OR TO PECPLE WHO WOULD TRY TO MAKE AN EASY LI VI NG
QUT OF LEASI NG IT?OAV\HITE MAN AND MAKE NO PRODUCTIVE USE OF IT

THEMSELVES. "
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OF COURSE THERE WERE SOVE PEOPLE WHO SI NCERELY BELI EVED THAT
THE ALLOTMENT ACT WAS GOOD FOR THE INDIANS. IN A LETTER TO THE
M NNESOTA CHI PPEWA, TRI BAL ATTORNEY HOUGAN SPCKE ABOUT THE FEARS
MANY YOUNG | NDI ANS FELT WHEN THE |.R A. WAS PASSED. HE SAI D, "MANY
OF THE YOUNGER | NDI ANS WERE FEARFUL LEST THE ROAD TO ASSI M LATI ON
WOULD BE BLOCKED TO THEM -- A LI FE THAT SEEMED DESI GNED TO DEPRI VE
THEM OF THE OPPORTUNI TY AND THE WAY OF LIFE OPEN TO ALL AMERI CAN
YOUTH. "

GEORGE SELKI RK AT A MEETING IN NETT LAKE SAW THE 1887 ACT FROM
ANOTHER PERSPECTI VE: 'THE ALLOTMENT SYSTEM VWHI LE IT WAS A
FAI LURE, THE | NTENTION (TO G VE | NDI ANS RESPONSI BI LI TY) WAS RI GHT.'
BUT HE WAS VERY CRI TI CAL ABOQUT THE METHODS AND | DEAS USED TO CARRY
QUr THE SCHEME. "THE CHO CE Tl MBER LANDS WERE ALLOTTED TO A VERY

FEW | NDI ANS. THE ALLOTMENT SYSTEM IN THE BEG NNI NG WAS | NTENDED TO
G VE THE I NDI ANS A START IN AGRI CULTURAL PURSUI TS, BUT THEY FOUND

QUT THEY COULD NOT' MAKE FARMERS OQUT OF | NDI ANS." HE ENDED H S
SPEECH ABOUT ALLOTMENT WTH THI S REMARK: "IT TOOK A HUNDRED YEARS
TO DEVELOP AND EDUCATE THE WHI TE MAN. THEY EXPECT THE | NDI AN TO
BECOVE A FARMVER AND WORK A YEAR AND BECOME A SUCCESS. "

BY JUST LETTI NG THE LAND SET AND NOT ALLOTING WOULD HAVE BEEN
AN AID TO THE CHI PPEWAS IN THE FUTURE. DR R E CLOUD, | NDI AN CFFI CE
OFFI Cl AL, COVWPLAINED TO A T.E.C. MEETING IN 1938 THAT "WE HAVE
LOST SO MUCH LAND THAT UNLESS WE CGET SOME MORE LAND BACK IT IS
GO NG TO BE VERY DI FFI CULT TO SETTLE A GREAT MANY OF OUR OTHER

PROBLEMS. "



ON JULY 1, 1922 THE | NDI AN OFFI CE DECI DED TO ABCLI SH THE WHI TE

EARTH AND LEECH LAKE AGENCI ES AND CONSCLI DATE THEM I N THE TOANSHI P
OF CASS LAKE UNDER THE TI TLE OF THE CONSOLI DATED CH PPEWA AGENCY.

THE NEW AGENCY WOULD TAKE _CARE OF THE ALLOTTED RESERVATI ONS | N THE

STATE.

THE BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COWM SSI ONERS PROTESTED THE MOVE.
".,.IF SUCH A MOVEMENT ACTUALLY MATERI ALI ZES | NTO ACTUAL FACT [fT
W LL NATURALLY LEAVE TO THE MERCY OF THE PUBLI C A LARGE NUMBER OF
OLD AND | NDI GENT PEOPLE. "

FELI X COHEN ONCE WROTE THAT "...THE ALLOTMENT SYSTEM WAS
| NCAPABLE OF CONTRI BUTI NG TO THE ECONOM C ADVANCEMENT OF THE
I NDI ANS. " APPARENTLY | T DIDN' T IN THE EYES OF THE
COUNTY OFFI CI AL TO BECKER COUNTY EI THER

ALTHOUGH THERE WAS OF BI TTER OPPCSI TION TO THE ACT, I T
WAS ADOPTED IN THE MAJORITY OF | NDI AN COUNTRY. | T WOULD NOT BE
UNTI L COVWM SSI ONER I NSTI TUTED THE BROOKI NGS | NSTI TUTE TO MAKE
THE FAMOUS MERRI AM REPORT FOR HIM DI D ANYTHI NG CHANGE.

DURI NG THE YEARS UNTIL THE ADOPTION OF THE |I.R A THERE WAS
OPPCSI TION TO THE ALLOTMENT ACT. I T WASN T MORE THAN A YEAR SI NCE
THE ACT WAS I N FORCE THAT COWM SSI ONER OVERLY REPORTED THAT:

“ CONSI DERABLE OPPOSI TION TO THE ALLOTMENT HAS
BEEN DEVELOPED FROM TWO SCOURCES. THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE
W SDOM OF TRI BAL OANERSHI P, AND IN THE POLICY OF CONTI NUI NG
THE INDIAN IN HS ABORI G NAL CUSTOWS, HABI TS, AND
| NDEPENDENCE. OPPOSE | T BECAUSE |IT WLL EVENTUALLY DI SSOLVE
H S TRI BAL- RELATI ONS AND CAUSE H S ABSORPTI ON | NTO THE BODY
POLITIC "

THE OTHER SOURCE OF OPPOSI TI ON WERE THOSE WHO FELT THAT THE
ACT DIDN T "EMANCI PATE" THE | NDIAN AND HI S LAND
~“~~="PINALLY, THE SECOND GROUP WON OQUT AND W THI N FI FTY YEARS 90, 000, 000
ACRES OF | NDI AN LAND HAD LEFT | NDI AN CONTRCL.

-10-
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A. THE CHI PPEWA GENERAL COUNCIL (C. G C.)

"THERE EXI STS TODAY QUI TE AN AMOUNT OF (ILL) FEELI NGS BETWEEN
RED LAKE | NDI ANS AND OTHER CHI PPEVWA | NDI ANS OF M NNESOTA AND THI' S
FEELI NG OF DI STRUST W LL NEVER BE DI SPELLED. "

N DECEMBER 1935 SUPERI NTENDENT R H.  BI TNEY OF RED LAKE SENT
THI S REPORT TO JOHN COLLI ER WHEN ASKED WHAT H S VI EW6 WERE ABOUT
HAVI NG RED LAKE JO N THE OTHER RESERVATI ONS IN A GENERAL COUNCI L
UNDER THE |.R A HOW DID TH S FEELI NG OF ANI MOSI TY DEVELOP WHAT
FORCES ACTED TO MAKE A M NNESOTA CH PPEWA TRI BE W THOUT THE RED
LAKE | NDI ANS? THE CH PPEWA GENERAL COUNCI L.

FOLLOW NG THE DAWES ACT IN MAY OF 1913 THI'S COUNCI L WAS FORMED
TO ACT AS A MEDI UM BETWEEN THE VARI QUS CH PPEWA AND THEI R MONEY | N
THE "CHI PPEWA I N M NNESOTA FUND." SINCE THI'S MONEY WAS HELD JO NTLY
BY ALL CHI PPEWAS "EACH LI TTLE COUNCI L HAD TO GET THE CONSENT OF ALL
THE REST, SINCE THEY ARE ONE TRIBE, WTH ONE TRI BAL FUND IN ORDER
TO SPEND THE MONEY." SI NCE MANY | NDI ANS FROM THE OTHER RESERVATI ONS
WERE TAKI NG ALLOTMENTS ON WHI TE EARTH I T WAS THOUGHT BEST AT THE
TIME TO FORM A COUNCI L BASED ON POPULATI ON | NSTEAD COF
REPRESENTATI ON ACCORDI NG TO RESERVATI ON. IN NOVEMBER OF 1935
COLLI ER S ANTHROPOLOG CAL TEAM REPORTED THAT " REPRESENTATI ON I N THE
FORMER COUNCI L WAS ON A POPULATI ON BASI'S, THUS PERM TTI NG ONE
RESERVATI ON TO DOM NATE OVER THE OTHERS." THAT RESERVATI ON WAS

VWH TE EARTH.
M XED BLOOD VERSUS FULL-BLOOD | NDI ANS

M XED BLOOD | NDI ANS WERE, GENERALLY, THOSE | NDI ANS WHO HAD
ADAPTED TO THE WHI TE MAN S WORLD. HE KNEW ENGLI SH OR AT LEAST
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HAD A WORKI NG VOCABULARY. HE UNDERSTOOD MONEY MATTERS, 1. E.,
CREDI T, BUSINESS TRANSACTI ONS, ETC. I N SHORT, HE WAS WHAT THE

GOVERNMENT CONSI DERED A " COMPETENT" | NDIAN. THI' S TYPE OF | NDI VI DUAL

— GENERALLY HAD FEW TRI BAL"LOYALTI

FOLLOWN NG THE PASSAGE AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DAWES ACT,
THESE | NDI VI DUALS ON THE RESERVATI ONS | N M NNESOTA WERE AMONG THE
FI RST TO RECEI VE THEIR EI GATY ACRES. LATER ON THEY WOULD, AS A
GROUP, BACK THE NELSON AND CLAPP ACTS TO SPEED UP THE ALLOTMENT
PROCESS. ON SOVE RESERVATI ONS, THERE WAS MORE FREQUENT CONTACT W TH
THE NON-1 NDI AN POPULATI ON AND | NTERVARRI AGE. THI S WAS ESPECI ALLY
THE CASE ON THE WHI TE EARTH RESERVATI ON, VH CH FOR MANY YEARS HAD
BEEN THE HOVE OF THE WHI TE EARTH AGENCY WH CH DI STRI BUTED RATI ONS
AND VARI QUS OTHER SERVI CES TO THE | NDI ANS | N NORTHERN M NNESOTA.

TH'S GROUP WAS STRONG ENOUGH ON MOST RESERVATI ONS TO FORCE

ACCEPTANCE OF THE ALLOTMENT ACT. AND THE ONLY RESERVATI ON THAT HAD
SUCCEEDED I N STOPPING THIS TREND WAS RED LAKE. BECAUSE OF | TS

GEOGRAPHI C | SCLATI ON THERE WAS VERY LI TTLE CONTACT AMONG | TS
POPULATI ON W TH THE | NFLUENCE OF WHI TE PEOPLE AND THUS LI TTLE

| NTERVARRI AGE. COLLI ER' S ANTHROPOLOG CAL TEAM REPORTED THAT " THE
RED LAKE PEOPLE HAVE MORE. | NDI AN BLOOD AND WOULD W SH TO DRAW THE
M XED BLOOD LINE AT A H GHER RATI O THAN THE REST... WHEREAS THE
CONSCLI DATED CH PPEWA M GHT DRAW THE LI NE SOVEWHERE ARCUND A

SI XTEENTH OR A THI RTY SECOND, THE RED LAKE | NDI ANS WOULD DESI RE AN
El GHTH OR A QUARTER. "

' WHEELER~HOWARD _ACT THI S " BLOODY.

CONFLI CT HAD BEEN A SCOURCE OF DI SCONTENT ON MOST RESERVATI ONS BUT

MOST PARTI CULARLY ON THE WHI TE EARTH RESERVATI ON DUE MNAI NLY
-12-
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TO THE COHESI ON AND EXPLO TATI ON SAI D TO BE ENG NEERED BY LOCAL
VWH TE BUSI NESS MEN AND M XED- BLOODS.

N JANUARY 1932 AT CASS LAKE THE PI LLAGER BAND MET TO DEBATE
ON WHETHER TO OPT FOR A PER CAPI TA PAYMENT OR TO SPEND SOVE OF THE
MONEY ON | NDI AN SCHOCLI NG W LLI AM MORRELL, AN EDUCATED | NDI AN WHO
HAD RETURNED TO LEECH LAKE, ARGUED FOR THE PER CAPI TA PAYMENT AND
GEORCE CLOUD, A LONG TI ME RESI DENT, ARGUED FOR THE LATTER

W LLI AM MORRELL: FRIENDS, | WANT TO ANSWER GEORGE CLOUD. HE

SPEAKS WELL, BUT | TAKE PITY ON HM AS HE IS

NOT EDUCATED. .. THE WAY THIS MONEY IS TO BE SPENT IS PLAINLY

STATED IN THE BILL. THE MONEY | S GO NG TO BE USED FOR SCHOOLS

AND NOT TO BE PAID TO THE | NDI ANS. (PROPCSED BILL.)

IN A FEW M NUTES GECRGE CLOUD ROSE AND ANSWERED MORRELL'S
ARGUMENTS:

GEORCE CLOUD: MR MORRELL DOES NOT FAVOR ANY OF THE MONEY
TO BE USED FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE

SCHOOLS. HE EVI DENTLY WANTS THE CHI LDREN TO REMAI N | GNORANT.

SI NCE MANY | NDI ANS HAD ElI THER A LI M TED VOCABULARY | N ENGLI SH
OR NONE AT ALL OFTEN, THE EDUCATED | NDI ANS HELD THE FLOOR WHEN
-II—|-N“IEDI ANS MET W TH THE | NDI AN OFFI CE AND OTHER OFFI CI ALS. ON LEECH
LAKE AS LATE AS 1939 A SOURCE OF COVPLAI NT AMONG THE | NDI ANS
VI SITING THE TRI BAL COUNCI L WAS THAT THEI R SPEECHES IN THE I NDI AN
LANGUAGE VWERE NEVER PART OF THE OFFI Cl AL TRANSCRI PTS. USUALLY AN
I NTERPRETER WAS REQUESTED FROM THE AUDI ENCE BUT THERE WAS NO FUNDS
UNTI L LATER TO PAY THEM W TH. GEORGE CLOUD AMONG OTHERS FREQUENTLY
REQUESTED THE TRI BAL EXECUTI VE COW TTEE TO CONDUCT THEI R MEETI NGS
IN THE CH PPEWA LANGUAGE FOR THE BENEFI T OF THE | NDI ANS PERHAPS
BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT SI NCE THE | NDI AN OFFI CE OFFI Cl ALS KNEW ONLY
ENGLI SH THAT THE MEETI NGS WERE CONDUCTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF

| MPRESSI NG THEM
- 13-




I N JUNE OF 1934 FRANK SM TH, CHAI RMAN OF THE WHI TE EARTH FULL-
BLOOD COUNCI L, WROTE TO COLLI ER COVPLAI NI NG ABOUT THE LACK OF
COMMUNAL RESPONSI BI LI TY ON THE PART OF M XED BLOODS. THERE WAS A

RUMOR AT THAT TIME THAT THE M XED BLOODS WERE PLANNING TO FROM A
COUNCI L AT PONSFORD.

" . WE CANNOT SEE HOW YOUNG CARELESS M XED BLOODS, WHO CARE
NOTHI NG FOR THE . ELFARE* - OF ASSUME CHARGE AND
ORGANI ZE A COUNCI L TO REPRESENT THE PINE PO NT DI STRICT. |F THEY
WANT TO ESTABLI SH A COUNCI L LET THEM COVER ONLY THE M XED BLOCDS. "

IN JULY 1917 IN BEM DJI A RESOLUTI ON WAS | NTRODUCED THAT
",,.,PROVIDES FOR THE ENROLLMENT, IN VI CLATION OF THE LAW OF

CH LDREN BORN OF A VWHI TE FATHER AND- AN | NDI AN MOTHER OFF THE
RESERVATI ON' | N AN APPARENT ATTEMPT BY THE M XED BLOOD FACTI ON TO

ENFRANCHI SE THE M XED BLOODS, EXCLUDED BY THE DAWES ACT, FROM
RECEI VI NG ANY BENEFI TS.

IN THAT SAME YEAR PETER GRAVES, REPRESENTI NG THE RED LAKE
BAND, WAS TO CALL FOR THE DI SM SSAL OF THOSE M XED BLOODS FROM THE
TRI BAL ROLLS THAT THE I NDI ANS FELT SHOULD BE CLASSI FI ED AS
"COVPETENT WHI TE MEN." THE WAS REFERRI NG TO THE M XED BLOCDS FROM
THE VWHI TE EARTH RESERVATI ON I N PARTI CULAR WHOM HE DI D NOT' CONSI DER
I NDI ANS BECAUSE OF THEIR LACK OF | NDI AN "BLOOD' AND THEIR LACK. OF
RESPONSI BI LI TY TO THOSE WHOM THEY REPRESENT,

SR pS THELNTIRET Vee «¥ £ ED, patnatad a A ™™

PR-  MARGARET. FI SHER,, FIELD. ANTHROPOLOG ST, .. REPORTED ‘ ONTHE:
VWH TE EARTH M XED BLOCDS TO COLLIER I'N AUGUST OF 1935.

- Pt L

"THE TREATY G VES (DAWES ACT) A PER CAPITA SHARE TO ALL
DESCENDANTS | F ENROLLED, AND-A CH LD WTH HALF A DROP OF | NDI AN
BLOOD IS ENROLLED SO LONG AS | T WAS BORN ON THE RESERVATI ON. THERE
ARE PLENTY OF ENROLLED "I NDI ANS" THAT EVEN H TLER WOULD ACCEPT AS
NORDI CS!' THE WHI TE EARTH SCHOOL CHI LDREN ARE. REALLY SOVETHI NG TO
SEE- - MANY OF THEM EVEN BLONDER THAN YOU- - AND ALL ENROLLED. BUT THEY
HAVE A LEGAL SHARE | N THE TRI BAL FUND. | T WOULD BE FINE, | BELI EVE, -
| F SOVE OF THEM COULD ONLY BE PAI D OFF AND FORGOTTEN ABOUT, BUT THE
LEGAL COWPLI CATI ONS OF THAT M GHT PROVE | NSURMOUNTABLE.

IN THE SUMMER OF 1918 E.B. LINNEN, CH EF | NSPECTOR, AND C. L.
ELLIS, SPECI AL SUPERVI SOR, WERE ASKED TO DRAW UP A REPORT " SHOW NG
BASI S FOR PRESENT | LL FEELI NG AND DI SSENTI ON BETWEEN CERTAI N GROUPS

"~ OF RED LAKE INDIANS." THE REPORT WAS ENTI TLED

-14-

306



" GENERAL REPORT OF AN | NVESTI GATI ON OF THE CH PPEWA RESERVATI ONS | N
THE STATE OF M NNESOTA. " |IN APRIL:-CF. “PHAT YEAR THE RED LAKE BAND~
ADOPTED: AN‘ ORGANI ZATI ON * OF THEI ROMN - AFTER, - I N JULY, SENDI NG A
RESOLUTI ON TO THE GENERAL COUNCI L.

" -HAVI NG MORE CONFI DENCE FOR JUSTI CE AND FAI R PAY FROM
THE GOVERNMENT THAN THEY SHOULD EXPECT FROM YOUR COUNCIL, VWHICH IS
CONTROLLED BY MEN VWHO ARE FULLY COVPETENT AS VWH TE MEN, AND VWHO

| GNORE, THE, REAL CONDI TI ONS OF LESSER, COVPETENT | NDI ANS OF THE
DI FFERENT "BANDS. .. AND WHO HAVE ASSUMED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE

RED LAKE BAND BY ATTEMPTING TO HAVE CONGRESS ENACT LAWS
| NCONSI STENT TO PRESENT LAWS ENJOYED BY THE RED LAKE BAND. "

IN THE CH PPEWA GENERAL COUNCI L RED LAKE HAD VERY FEW
REPRESENTATI VES BECAUSE OF THEI R SMALL POPULATI ON. ( APPROXI MATELY
ONE- SEVENTH OF THE ENTI RE TRIBE) AND COULD BE OUTVOTED ON MATTERS
AFFECTI NG THEI R RESERVATI ON AND THE GENERAL CHI PPEWA FUND.

SEVENTEEN YEARS LATER BI TNEY WOULD REPORT TO COLLI ER THAT:

"GO NG BACK OVER THE HI STORY OF THE CH PPEWAS | N M NNESOTA | T
WOULD BE FOUND THAT THE RED LAKE | NDIANS,. PARTI CULARLY THE OLD,
FULL- BLOOD ELEMENT HAVE BI TTERLY FOUGHT ANY ATTEMPT TO ALLOT THEIR
RESERVATI ON AS THEY FELT THAT THE HOLDINGS SHOULD BE HELD IN
COMWON. THI'S IS REFLECTED I N THE VARI QUS TREATI ES PARTI CULARLY THE
RICE TREATY OF 1889. AFTER THE CLAPP AND THE NELSON ACTS WERE
PASSED | N M NNESOTA AND THE WHI TE EARTH RESERVATI ON LOOTED, A VERY
SERI QUS ATTEMPT WAS MADE BY THE M XED BLOOD | NDI ANS | N M NNESCTA TO
ALLOT THE RED LAKE RESERVATI ON AND DI SSI PATE THE PROCEEDS. "

N 1933 AT HAYWARD, W SCONSI N ACCOVPANYI NG THE RED LAKE CHI EFS
PETER GRAVES WAS TO REI TERATE THEI R FEELI NGS ABCOUT ALLOTMENT, "WE
MAI NTAI' N THE BELI EF THAT THE GREATEST EVI L EVER PERPETUATED WAS TO
ALLOT LAND | N SEVERALTY."

IN 1924 THE BROOKI NGS | NSTI TUTE STUDY COMMONLY KNOAN AS THE
MERRI AM REPORT SHOWED THAT ONLY 3.6 OF THE ALLOTMENTS ON WH TE
BARTH WERE | NDI AN CONTROLLED. THAT THE RATIO OF INDIAN TO WHI TE
POPULATI ON WAS ONE TO TEN I N EVERY COUNTY EXCEPT MAHNOVEN WHERE | T
WAS ONE TO FOUR.  AND THAT | N MOST OF THE COUNTI ES LESS THAN HALF OF
THE ORIG NAL ALLOITEES STILL WERE |IN PCSSESSI ON OF THEIR ElI GHTY

ACRES.
THROUGHOUT THIS TIME THE RED LAKE RESERVATI ON HAD ALL OF I TS

LAND | NTACT WTH FORESTS AND LAKES FOR COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG
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THE ALLOTMENT ACT WAS BEG NNING TO ACH EVE | TS PURPOSE "TO
ACCOWPLI SH A GRADUAL RATHER THAN AN | MMEDI ATE TRANSI TI ON FROM THE
TRI BAL RELATI ONSHI P AND DEPENDENT WARDSHI P TO FULL EMANCI PATI ON AND
I NDI VI DUAL RESPONSI BI LI TY. "

IN AN | NFORVATI ONAL LETTER THE ACTING SOLICITOR IN 1935
I NCLUDED THE FOLLON NG PARAGRAPH IN H'S REPORT, "ALL OTHER
M NNESOTA CH PPEWA WERE TO BE ALLOTTED ON THE WH TE EARTH
RESERVATI ON AND PROVI S| ON MADE FOR THE REMOVAL OF ALL BUT THE RED
LAKE | NDI ANS TO THE WH TE EARTH | NDI ANS. " PERHAPS | T WAS | NEVI TABLE
THAT TH' S CONFLI CT WOULD DEVELOP BETWEEN THOSE WHO HAD CHOSEN TO

CONTINUE LIFE IN A COYWWUNAL FASH ON | N STEAD OF FASHI ONI NG THEI R
LI VES AFTER THEI R VWH TE NElI GHBORS.

EDWARD ROCGERS, CASS COUNTY ATTORNEY, AND FUTURE T.E. C
PRESI DENT SUMMED UP THE FEELING OF THE | NDI ANS CHOOSI NG THE OTHER
VWAY OF LIVING IN A LETTER TO FRANK BROKER. HE EXCHANGED THOUGHTS
ABQUT THE FUTURE OF THE CONSOLI DATED CHI PPEWAS:

"AT FIRST | DEBATED WHETHER OR NOT | T WOULD BE ADVI SABLE TO
ESTABLI SH COWMPACT I NDIAN  COVMUNI Tl ES. AFTER GVING TH'S
CONSI DERABLE THOUGHT | DECI DED AGAINST I T. | THI NK OUR SALVATION | S
TO KEEP THE | NDIANS SCATTERED AS MJCH AS POSSI BLE UPON LANDS
ASSIGNED THEM |IN THI S WAY THEY WOULD HAVE THE BENEFI T OF THEIR
VWH TE NEI GHBCORS. "

RACI AL PREJUDI CE BEING WHAT IT IS I N NORTHERN M NNESOTA THI S
SEEMS A RATHER NAI VE STATEMENT TO MAKE. LATER IN THE SAME LETTER,.
HOWEVER, RODGERS ADVOCATED | NDI AN SCHOOLS FOR THOSE | NDI AN PUPI LS
VWHO CANNOT ADJUST TO THE WHI TE CONTRCOLLED SCHOOLS.

RED LAKE DI DN' T WANT TO HAVE ANYTHI NG TO DO WTH THE REST OF
THE CH PPEWA BECAUSE THEY COULDN' T CONTROL THEIR M XED BLOOD
CONTI NGENT.

N 1926 CONGRESS PASSED A LAWPERM TTING A SUT TO BE FILED IN
THE COURT OF CLAIM5S AT WASH NGTON, D.C. ON BEHALF OF THE CH PPEWA
I NDI ANS OF M NNESOTA AGAI NST THE GOVERNMENT. THE SU T | NI TI ATED BY
THE M XED BLOOD FACTION SOUGHT TO PARTICI PATE IN THE RED LAKE
FUNDS. PETER GRAVES APPEARI NG BEFORE THE M NNESOTA CHI PPEWA TRI BE' S
T. E. CSUMVED UP THE CONFLI CT.
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".. THE RED LAKE HAVE PAID 1/7 PROPORTION OF THE FUNDS FOR
LAWER S FEES FOR YOU FOLKS TO SUE THE GOVERNMENT AGAI NST THEM
(I.E. RED LAKE)... OF COURSE THEY DON' T LIKE IT, YOU DON T BLAME
THEM | F THEY HAVE TO PAY YOUR LAWYERS. THEY HAD TO GO AND H RE
LAWERS THEMSELVES TO DEFEND THEIR SIDE OF THE CASE BUT THEIR
LAWER S FEES CAME OQUT OF THEIR TIMBER FUND AND NOT QUT OF TH' S
M LLI ON DOLLAR FUND. (I AM TOLD) THE EXPENSES (FOR LAWER S|
EXPENSES) WAS ABQUT §$ 75,000 FOR THE DEFENSE. THAT LAWSUI T (H 76)
WAS PENDI NG FOR 11 YEARS. THE COURT OF CLAIMS FOUND.:. THAT THE RED
LAKE | NDI ANS WERE ENTI TLED TO THE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF THE RED
LAKE RESERVATI ON W THOUT G VI NG THE REST OF THE | NDI ANS ANY PART OF

THE MONEY."

THE SU T STEMM NG FROM A 1904 LAND SALE ON THE PART OF RED
LAKE TO THE UNI TED STATES IN WHI CH RED LAKE RECElI VED ONE M LLI ON
DOLLARS. |T WAS FI NALLY SETTLED ON OCTOBER 14, 1935. "THE SUPREME
COURT OF THE UNI TED STATES ENTERED AN ORDER DENYI NG THE PETI Tl ON
FOR A WRIT OF CERTIORARI IN THE CASE OF THE CH PPEWA | NDI ANS OF
M NNESOTA VS. UNI TED STATES, EL AL, NO 42. OCTOBER TERM 1933."

THI'S ACTI ON ON THE PART OF THEI R FELLOW CH PPEWAS CAUSED MORE
THAN ANYTHI NG THE FEELI NG OF BI TTERNESS ON RED LAKE' S PART. LATER
IN 1835 THEY WERE TO PETI TI ON THE OTHER RESERVATI ONS TOSEGREGATE
THEIR SHARE IN THE. TRIBAL ASSETS VWH CH HAD DI M N SHED FROM
SEVENTEEN M LLION ON 1889 TO $ 600,000 IN 1935.

c.GC., OMER OF THECH PPEVWA TRADI NG COVPANY. MORRI SON | MVEDI ATELY
APPO NTED A LEG SLATIVE COW TTEE, ACCORDI NG TO BEN CASVELL,

| MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG THE MEETI NG THUS DEPRI VI NG THE DELEGATES OF
PASSI NG JUDGEMENT ON THE SELECTIONS. CASWELL FURTHER CHARGED
MORRI SON OF APPO NTI NG PEOPLE FROM WH TE EARTH WHO WERE M XED BLOOD
FRIENDS OF H'S. CASWELL SAID THAT "THE MAJORITY OF THE | NDI ANS DO
NOT APPROVE OF THE DELEGATES SO SELECTED BY THE PRESI DENT BECAUSE
THE LEGQ SLATIVE COW TTEE DOES ‘ NOT REPRESENT THE W SHES OF THE
M NNESOTA CH PPEWAS, AND THEY REPUDI ATE THEM ABSOLUTELY FOR ALL THE
ACTS THAT TH S LEGQ SLATI VE COW TTEE ASSUME TO BE THE W SHES OF THE

M NNESOTA CH PPEWAS. "

-17-

309



PETER GRAVES, ORGANI ZER OF THE REBEL RED LAKE COUNCIL, GAVE
TESTIMONY TO THE |NSPECTORS. HE NMNAINTAINED "THAT THE GENERAL
COUNCI L OF THE CH PPEWAS OF M NNESOTA IS CONTRCLLED BY A FEWM XED
BLOOD | NDI ANS OF THE WHI TE EARTH RESERVATI ON, WHO-. ARE AND SHOULD BE
CLASSI FI ED AS COWETENT VWH TE MEN. " CGRAVES FELT THAT MORRI SON AND
HS "GANG" WH CH |NCLUDED AMONG OTHERS GUS BEAULIEU, BEN L.
FAI RBANKS, HEAD OF B.L. FAI RBANKS COWPANY, JOHN CARL, EUGENE WARREN
HENRY WARREN, GECRGE BERRY, T.H BEAULIEU, AND CLEM BEAULI EU, WERE
ONLY QUT TO EXPLO T THE I NDI ANS. HE ALSO MAI NTAI NED:

"THAT THESE M XED BLOODS WHO ARE CLAMORI NG FOR THE REMOVAL OF
ALL RESTRI CTI ONS SHOULD BE TREATED | NDI VI DUALLY AS THEY REQUEST,
BUT NOT TO ALL | NDIANS AS THEY REPRESENT.

THAT THE | NDI ANS SHOULD BE COVPETENT I N THAT OF KNOW NG THE
VALUE OF LAND FIRST, NOI' THE KIND OF COWPETENCY THAT HAS BEEN
SHOW, BY THE SAD EXPERIENCE OF THE MAJORITY OF THE | NDI AN
ALLOTTEES ON THE WH TE EARTH RESERVATION THE RESULT OF
M SREPRESENTATI ONS OF |INDIANS BY THE M XED BLOCDS, BY WHOM THE
CONGRESS OF THE UNI TED STATES HAS IN THE PAST BEEN PREVAI LED UPON
TO ENACT LAWS, ONE OF WHI CH RESULTED I N A MOST DEPLORABLE CONDI TI ON
TO THE WH TE EARTH BAND. . ."

IN BEM DJI ON JULY 9, 1918 JAMES L. COFFEY CALLED A REBEL

COUNCIL OF THE C.GC TO PROTEST ALLEGED ACTIONS BY THE MORRI SON

LEG SLATI VE AND CREDENTI ALS COW TTEES. AMONG OTHER THI NGS HE HELD
THAT I'N 1915 MORRI SON "HELD AN | LLEGAL COUNCI L AT WH TE EARTH' AT
VWH CH TI ME MORRI SON AND THE MEN CHARGED BY GRAVES PLUS OTHERS WERE
TO ACT AS ATTORNEYS " TO PRCSECUTE CLAI MS AGAI NST THE UNI TED STATES,

““YU“KRISING UNDER OLD TREATIES; THAT THE CONTRACT STIPULATED A

COMPENSATI ON OF 10% TO BE PAID TO THE ATTORNEYS ON ALL SUM5S TO BE
RECOVERED FROM THE UNI TED STATES.

IN DECEMBER 1916 COFFEY WAS APPO NTED TO THE LEQ SLATI VE
COW TTEE AND HE FOUND THAT "THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE LEG SLATI VE
COWM TTEE HAD FORMED A BILL TO BE |INTRODUCED ON CONGRESS
APPROPRI ATI NG AN AGGREGATE OF ABOUT 108,000 TO BE PAID TO GQUS
BEAULI EU, BEN L. FAI RBANKS, AND OTHERS OUT OF CHI PPEWA TRI BAL FUNDS
TO COWPENSATE THEM FOR WORK THEY CLAIMED TO HAVE DONE FOR THE
I NDI ANS | N PROSECUTI NG THE M LLE LAC CASE."
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AT THE NEXT GENERAL COUNCI L MEETI NG COFFEY BROUGHT THI S MATTER
UP TO THE SURPRI SE OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT HE SAI D. THE RESOLUTI ON
ASKI NG THE $108, 000, HE TESTI FI ED, HAD THE SI GNATURES OF JOHN
MORRI SON AND PAUL BEAULI EU, SECRETARY AFFI XED TO IT. THE RESOLUTI ON
WAS RESCI NDED AND THE CLAI M REJECTED. COFFEY FURTHER CHARGED THAT
AFTER THE MEETING IN NOVEMBER OF 1917 "AT A MEETING OF THE
EXECUTI VE COW TTEE BEN FAI RBANKS PRESENTED A RESOLUTI ON TO ALLOW
H M $5,000. THE BEAULI EU ESTATE $5, 000 AND CERTAI N | NDI AN CHI EF
OTHER SUMS, AGGREGATI NG ABOUT $48, 000 TO BE PAID QUT OF CHI PPEVWA
TRI BAL FUND. " HE ADDED THAT THE LEG SLATI VE COW TTEE I N WASHI NGTON
"HAD THE M NUTES OF THAT MEETING FUSED UP TO SHOW THAT THE
RESOLUTI ON WAS CARRI ED, AND THEY TRI ED TO HAVE TH S CLAI M PRESENTED
IN THE FORM OF A BILL TO CONGRESS, TO WH CH HE OBJECTED. "

COFFEY WAS QUESTI ONED FURTHER ABOUT THE LEG SLATI VE COW TTEE:

"HE STATES THAT SOME OF THE LEG SLATI ON THEY PROPOSED WOULD
AMOUNT TO PRACTI CALLY CREATI NG A RECEI VERSH P FOR THE ENTI RE ESTATE
OF THE CH PPEWAS OF M NNESOTA, AND THAT THE ONLY BENEFI T ACCRUI NG
WOULD BE TO G VE THESE MEN WHO HAD CREATED THI S CLAI M5 COW SSI ON
A TUNNEL TO WORK IN TO RECEI VE A COVPENSATI ON OF 10%

HE STATES AT ONE OF THE MEETINGS (ATTORNEY) MR BALLI NGER
STATED "THAT TH S PROPERTY IS WORTH ANYWHERE FROM $10, 000, 000 TO
$18, 000, 000, SO THAT TH S 10%WOULD AMOUNT TO $1, 000, 000 OR MORE TO
BE DI VIDED AMONG THE NI NE MEMBERS OF THE CLAI M5 COMM SSI ON. "

COFFEY W THDREW H'S NAVE FROM THE COWM TTEE AND WENT HOME.
THERE WAS CALLED IN APRIL 1918 A GENERAL COUNCI L MEETI NG AT WH CH
TIME THE DELEGATES DI SM SSED MORRI SON, BEAULI EU, AND THE ENTI RE
COW TTEE THEN I N WASHI NGTON.

IN JULY 1918 BOTH MORRI SON AND COFFEY'S GROUPS CALLED FOR A
MEETING OF THE C G C. IN THE SAME TOM. COFFEY APPARENTLY H RED
CITY HALL FOR H'S MEETI NG BUT THE MAYOR REFUSED ENTRY AT WHI CH TI ME
COFFEY H RED ANOTHER MEETI NG PLACE. MORRI SON'S COUNCIL MET IN THE
CI TY HALL SOVETI ME AFTERWARDS.

IN SUWARI ZI NG COFFEY' S TESTI MONY THE RECORD STATED THAT:

"IN CONCLUSION HE STATES THAT THIS COTERIE OF WH TE EARTH
M XED BLOODS HERETOFCRE MENTI ONED HAVE BEEN GO NG TO WASHI NGTON FOR
THE LAST TWENTY YEARS OR MORE PRETENDI NG THAT THEY ARE THE
AUTHORI ZED DELEGATES OF THE M NNESOTA CH PPEWA, LIVING AT THE
EXPENSE OF THE TRIBE, WHI LE AS A MATTER OF FACT THEY WERE
PROSECUTI NG THE M LLE LAC CASE, AND OTHER MATTERS FOR THEIR OMWN
I NTERESTS UNDER A COVPENSATI ON PROVI DED BY CONGRESS, AND THAT THE

MINNESOTA EVERY WINTER

WASHI NGTON PULLI NG THE WOOL OVER THE EYES OF THE OFFI Cl ALS DOWN
THERE W TH THESE FORMS OF PROCEEDI NGS THEY HAVE GOTTEN UP IN LOCAL
COUNCI LS. ™



COFFEY’ S COUNCI L AFFI RMED THE ACTI ONS TAKEN AT BALL CLUB IN
APRI L.

THE M NUTES OF THE MORRI SON COUNCI L WAS COWPRI SED MOSTLY OF
RESCLUTI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG ARE TAKEN FROM THE RECCORD OF THE | NSPECTCORS:

ONE RESOLUTI ON CALLED FOR THE ABCLI SHVENT OF THE | NDI AN
BUREAU; ONE ASKED FOR A COW TTEE COWOSED OF THREE MEMBERS TO
I N\VESTI GATE THE B.I.A. AND |ITS OPERATIONS W TH VI EW TOMRD
"ABOLI SHI NG BOARDI NG AND DAY SCHOOLS, UNNECESSARY i ONE
RESOLUTI ON | NSTRUCTED THE COUNCI L AND | TS OFFI CERS TO Di SREGARD THE
I NVESTI GATI ON THEN BEI NG CONDUCTED BY US; ANOTHER APPO NTED WEBSTER
BELLANGER ATTORNEY FOR THE TRIBE, "RESOLUTION NO. 16 PROVI DED FOR
THE PAYMENT TO WAY- VIE- YAY- CUM NG $5, 000, ETC." I N SHORT | T AFFI RVED
COFFEY' S ALLEGATI ONS; RESOLUTI ON NO. 13 SOUGHT TO PROTECT YOUNG
I NDI ANS FROM "VILE OUTRAGES BY MALE EMPLOYEES AND BOYS, AND WH CH
SCHOOLS ARE SO CONDUCTED THAT OUR CH LDREN DERIVE NO BENEFI TS
THEREFROM "

THE NETT LAKE AND RED LAKE DELEGATES LEFT THE MORRI SON COUNCI L
AND VENT OVER TO THE COFFEY COUNCIL OR AS IT WAS CALLED THEN THE
" FULL- BLOODS" COUNCI L. ALSO SOVE DELEGATES FROM WH TE EARTH AND
LEECH LAKE LEFT MORRI SON S COUNCI L.

FOLLOWN NG THE TWO COUNCI LS THE TWO | NVESTI GATI ONS VI SI TED THE
LEECH LAKE, NETT LAKE, RED LAKE, AND WHI TE EARTH RESERVATI ONS AND
THE LOCAL COUNCI LS " AT VARI QUS PO NTS... DENOUNCED THE LEQ SLATI VE
COW TTEE AND | TS ACTS, AND STATED THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE BCOUND I N
ANY MANNER BY THEM | T APPEARED THAT THEY WERE ALL SUSPI Cl QUS OF
THE ACTS AND I NTEGRITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE LEQ SLATI VE COW TTEE,
AND VERE FEARFUL THAT THEY WOULD DO SOVETHI NG AGAI NST THE | NTERESTS
OF THE I NDIANS AND THE TRIBE AS A WHCLE. "

THE RED LAKE COUNCI L VOTED AFTERWARDS | N FAVOR OF CANCELLATI ON OF
THE LI CENSES OF THE CH PPEWA: TRADI NG COVPANY AND THE B. L. FAI RBANKS
COVPANY.

THE MORRI SON COUNCI L WAS BELI EVED BY THE FULL-BLOOD COUNCI L TO
FAVOR THE ABCLI SHVENT OF SCHOOLS SO THAT MONEY | N THE CH PPEWA FUND

COULD_NOT BE SPEND AND LEAVE | T FREE ' FORQTHER_PURPOSES. _ . . .
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THE | NVESTI GATORS ENDED THE FI RST SECTI ON OF THEI R REPORT W TH
TH' S COMVENT:

"I T 1S PERTI NENT TO STATE THAT THE PERSONS WHO ARE FOREMOST | N
THE FILING OF COWPLAINTS AND CHARCGES, ATTEMPTING TO HAVE THE
SCHOOLS AND AGENCI ES OF THESE CH PPEWA RESERVATI ONS ABOLI SHED, AS
ALSO THE | NDI AN BUREAU, AND ATTEMPTI NG TO STOP ANY FURTHER USE OF
CH PPEWA FUNDS FOR SUCH PURPCSES, VWH CH WOULD THROW THE BURDEN OF
EDUCATI NG ALL THE CH PPEWA CHI LDREN, AND PROPERLY CARING FOR THE
| NDI GENT, CRI PPLED, BLIND, AND HELPLESS |INDIANS ON GRATU TY
APPROPRI ATI ONS BE MADE BY CONGRESS, ARE COWOSED OF A COTERIE OF
M XED BLOODS PRI NCI PALLY FROM THE WH T EARTH RESERVATI ON LED BY
MEMBERS OF THE LEGQ SLATIVE COW TTEE, THE MAJORITY OF VWHOM THE
I NDI ANS STATE HAVE NO RIGHTS ON THEI R RESERVATI ONS, AND WHO HAVE
BEEN WRONGFULLY ENROLLED AND ALLOITED. THEY VOITED |N SEVERAL
COUNCI LS TO HAVE STRI CKEN FROM THE ROLLS THE NAMES OF 86 PERSONS
NAVED IN THE BRIEF FILED IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS OF THE UNI TED
STATES, DEPARTMENTAL 158".

R C. BELL, ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, IN CHARGE OF
LAND LI TI GATI ON AT WHI TE EARTH BELI EVED THAT THE ACTI ON OF STRI KI NG
THE NAMES SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN.

AT THE COFFEY COUNCIL, WH CH HAD 116 DELEGATES FROM VARI QUS
RESERVATI ON AND 67 FROM VWHI TE EARTH | N ATTENDANCE, | N RESCLUTI ON
NO. 3 ASKED THE SECRETARY OF THE | NTERI OR TO STRI KE OUT THE NAMES.
OF THE 86 PERSONS' NAMES FROM THE CHI PPEWA ROLLS.

e .
FOLLOW.NG THESE CH.. "Eg% ?LJ;!J?%CI 's,y\m currPewas LOST

Ly

ST IN THE :E‘*‘Gar-&‘ﬁ? NDZ&T, E‘i“ORG SAPPEARED:a
INTEREST % D& H Ag

AFTER THE LAV\SUI T THAT ATTEI\/PTED TO TAKE THEI R NDNEY THE RED
LAKERS DEVELOPED A PARANO A ABOUT THEI R HOLDI NGS, PERHAPS A VERY
HEALTHY AND REALLSTIC "PARANO A". IN 1934 WHEN THEY,.FELRST .HEARD * OF
A NEW GOVERNMENT ACT Tg,pquamﬁamﬁrm%odmiwsENT THE

— et a amsms . - —— —— Arrat w aw A'lnl-lhn.

"RESOLUTI ON #1: WHEREAS, ALL COUNCILMEN....... TO “THE
CONCLUSI ON THAT THE RED LAKE BAND OF CHI PPEWA | NDI ANS ARE NOT AT
TH'S TIME, NOR I N THE | MVEDI ATE FUTURE QUALI FI ED FOR THE DUTI ES OF
SEL F- GOVERNIVENT

THEREFORE, BE, AND IT |'S HEREBY RESOLVED, THAT THI'S COUNCI L
BELI EVES THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE RED LAKE BAND OF CHI PPEWA
INDI ANS DO NOT WANT ANY OF THEIR RESERVATI ONS LANDS SUB- DI VI DED
AMONG THEM THAT THEY BELI EVE THEI R PRESENT STATUS | S THE VERY BEST
THAT CAN BE ACCORDED TO REAL | NDIANS OF AN | NDI AN RESERVATI ON. "

IF 1T WERE NOT' SUCH A SERI QUS MATTER ONE COULD ALMOST SEE THE
SARCASM | N THE FACE OF THE COUNCI L MEMBERS A VERY GRIM JOKE. ON THE
OTHER HAND WE MAY SEE A PEOPLE WHOSE LEADERS ARE | NVI TI NG THE WORLD
TO LOOK UPON THEM AS BACKWARD AND | GNORANT | F THAT COULD ENABLE
THEM TO HOLD ONTO THEI R RESERVATI ON.
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