THE MERTAM REPORT AND THE M NNESOTA CHI PPEWAS

IN 1926 COWM SSI ONER WORK ASKED THAT A STUDY BE MADE ON THE
CONDI TIONS OF I NDIANS I N THE UNI TED STATES. THE BROOKI NGS | NSTI TUTE
GATHERED A TEAM OF EXPERTS I N THE FI ELDS OF HEALTH ECONOM CS, ETC,

WHAT THE REPORT SHOWED, GENERALLY, WAS THAT | NDI ANS HAD NOT
GAI NED MATERI ALLY FROM THE ALLOTMENT ACT NOR HAD THEY ADVANCED
SOCI ALLY AS | NDI VI DUALS.

rhitdee | NDI ANS ON THE SI X RESERVATI ONS HAD AN ANNUAL | NCOVE
OF $233SO08RONTHE AVERAGE, “INCLUDING TRIBAL AND | NDI VI DUAL
HOLDI NGS. THERE WERE' APPROXI MATELY 12,600 CH PPEWAS ON THE SIX
ALLOTTED RESERVATI ONS.

NATI ONW DE OF THE 188, 363 | NDI ANS SURVEYED, 97.8% OF THEM HAD
I NDI VI DUAL | NCOVES OF LESS THAT $200.00 A YEAR OVERALL THERE VEERE
NI NE RESERVATI ONS WHERE THE | NDI VI DUAL | NCOVE WAS $50.00 OR LESS
PER YEAR THE HI GHEST | NCOME WAS AMONG THE OSAGES OF $19, 119 AND
THE LOANEST WAS AMONG THE | NDI ANS OF THE CARSON JURI SDI CTION I N THE
SOUTHWEST. THEI R | NDI VI DUAL | NCOVE WAS $15.00 PER YEAR

"HE REPORT, ALSO SHOWED THAT AMONG THE M NNESOTA CH PPEWA W LD

Berm e8NB™C ST 3 ARGETRORT o't CFHES N A BT A FOVES

VZNBERENS i ns AN “ ACCUMULATI ON. OF FOOD V\ERE THE EXCEPTI ON.  MANY,
ey 7 ONEy S -

HEALTH AMONG THE. CHI PPEWAS WAS BAD. DUE TO | SOLATI ON AND POOR
g:E;rCIOXLgHE ONE HAD, AND LACK OF STANDARDS AMONG THE | NDI AN HEALTH

"THE STATE SUPPORTED PUBLI C HEALTH NURSES AMONG THE M NNESOTA
CH PPEVWA | NDI ANS ARE MAI NTAI NED ON HI GHER STANDARDS THAN THOSE OF
THE | NDI AN OFFI CE, THE WORK AMONG THE | NDI ANS ON MOST RESERVATI ONS
I N\VOLVES | NEVI TABLE HARDSH PS BECAUSE DI STANCES ARE LONG ROADS
ROUGH, WEATHER CONDI TI ONS SEVERE, AND THE DEMANDS ON NURSES TI ME
NEVER ENDING | T WLL BE I MPGSSIBLE TO BU LD UP AND NAI NTAIN AN

EFFECTI VE FORCE UNLESS THE | NDI AN OFFI CE CAN OFFER SALARIES AND
LI VING CONDI TI ONS APPROXI MATE TO THOSE FOUND

NEARLY EVERY TREATY, LAW OR REPORT | N THE CONGRESS HAD WORKED
TO El THER TAKE WHAT THE | NDI ANS HAD OR TO BENEFI T OTHERS,
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THEY WERE POOR AND HAD BEEN POOR, |IN RELATION TO THEIR
NEI GHBORS, FOR MANY YEARS. WHENEVER A GOVERNVENT OFFI Cl AL CAME TO
THE I NDIANS | T WAS TO HELP.
z O A
UNTL AT BRI N (T LE ;219204 S. . MANY. . PEOPLE , MAINTAINED THAT THE
IMPOVERESHED  ECONOMIC , LIEESTYLE,, ENDIANS,, LED, s THE="TDLENESSITAND
OFTTIMES“DRUNKENNESS  WAS ENTIRELY. OF THE" TNDIANE SDOTNC H P RRE-WERE
SOVE WHO, MAI NTATNED " "THE 1 NDI ANS PREFERRED THI'S TYPE OF LI FE TO
THAT OF | NDI ANS MORE AFFLUENT WHI TE NEI GHBOR.

I N THE LATE 1920' S THE GREAT DEPRESSI ON. H T AMERI CA AND W THI N
A FEW YEARS M LLIONS UPON M LLI ONS OF PEOPLE WERE OUT OF WORK AND
APPROACHI NG A LI FESTYLE AKI N TO THEI R | NDI AN NEI GHBORS. P. W GRADY,
CHAI RVAN OF THE I NDIAN RELIEF COMM TTEE FOR M NNESOTA, WROTE TO
T.0. FAIRBANKS IN 1940 THAT THE ''...WRETCHEDNESS OF THE (LATER)
1920' S, DUE I N CONSI DERABLE MEASURE TO THE FACT THAT THE DEPRESSI ON
REDUCED THE, WH TES, | N GREAT NUMBERS TO THE PI TI ABLE STATUS THAT
HAD BEEN THE NORM AMONG THE REDS." FUTURE COVM SSI ONER OF | NDI AN
-~AFFAIRS JOHN COLLIER WAS THE PRESI DENT OF THE NATI ONAL | NDI AN
RELI EF COW TTEE.

THERE WAS A FEELI NG AMONG THESE REFORMERS THAT PERHAPS ONE
COULD LEARN SOVETHI NG FROM THE | NDI ANS AFTER ALL. THEY HAD SURVI VED
IN THE AMERI CAS BEFORE THE FOUNDI NG OF THE REPUBLI C.
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CH PPEWAS IN THE CITIES

AND HAD MANAGED TO GET A LIVING FROM THE LAND W THOUT
VWRESTLI NG WTH IT.

- BECAUSE OF LIMTED FUNDS |IN, THE EARLY 1920'S VERY FEW
CH PPEWAS HAD M GRATED TO THE TWN CITIES. MERRI AM FOUND QUT THAT
THERE WERE ONLY 94 CHI PPEVWAS |N M NNEAPCLIS - ST. ‘PAUL I N 1928 AND
ONLY SI X I'N DULUTH. COLLIER S GROUP COULD SEE THAT | NDI ANS WERE NOT
"MAKING I T" AS CITY WORKERS EITHER H S | DEAS OF TRI BAL GOVERNVENT
DIDN'T | NCLUDE THE CONCEPT OF INDIANS IN THE CITIES. THE REPORT
FOUND, GENERALLY, THAT:

"THE OCCUPATI ONAL DI STRIBUTION OF INDIANS IN THS GROUP OF
CITIES IS SOME WHAT SIMLAR TO THAT OF NEW GROUP OF FORElIGN
I MM GRANTS IN ANY OF THE LARGE CITIES OF AMERICA. MANY | NDI ANS,
PARTI CULARLY FULL-BLOODS, ARE "ALIEN' TO THE WHI TE ClI VI LI ZATI ON CF
THEI R NATIVE. LAND, AND HENCE ARE ON THE LOAEST RUNG OF THE
| NDUSTRI AL LADDER WHEN THEY FI RST MOVE TO THE C TY."

THERE WERE SOME, HOWEVER, WHO HAD ADJUSTED VERY WELL. THE
| NVESTI GATORS REPCORTED THAT, "SOVE OF THE SO CALLED | NDI ANS (LIVING
IN M NNEAPCLI S-ST. PAUL) WERE FOUND TO BE PERSONS GCENERALLY
BELI EVED TO BE WH TE, WHO WERE LI VING IN A TYPE OF HOVE THAT FAIRLY
PROSPEROUS YOUNG PROFESSI ONAL OR BUSI NESS FOLK GENERALLY ENJOY. "
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A SHORT NOTE CONCERNI NG | NDI AN EDUCATION I N 1939

W LLI AM ANYWAUSH, REPRESENTATI VE FROM WHI TE EARTH VI LLAGE, IN
1938 COVPLAI NED ABOUT THE LACK | N NOT ONLY EDUCATI ONAL OPPORTUNI TY
FOR CH PPEVWA YOUTH BUT THE LACK OF CONCERN ON THE PART OF BOTH THE
I NDI AN AND THE TRI BE | TSELF.

"WHEN WE GET TO RUN OUR OMN AFFAIRS, | KNOWIT WLL BE A GOCD
THING WE GOT BOYS | N SCHOOL, YOUNG PEOPLE, GETTI NG WELL EDUCATED,
STILL I AM SORRY TO SAY THEY ARE LEFT IN THE BUSHES. THEY GO TO
SCHOCOL, BUT WHEN THEY GET OUT THEY HAVE NO PLACE TO GO, THEY GOT NO
CHANCE, AND THAN IS WHY | SAY THEY GET LEFT I N THE BUSHES. ALTHOUGH
| VEENT AROUND TO SEE WHAT | COULD DO FOR THEM STILL THEY GOT' NO

NDI AN SCHOOLS SUPPORT FOR HI GHER EDUCATION I N 1939 WAS
$250, 00. | NDI AN SCHOCLS SUPPORT FCR DEAF, DUMB, AND BLI ND EDUCATI ON
FOR | NDI ANS WAS $1, 500. 00.

ONE ‘' PART: OF THE PROBLEM WAS THAN THE MONEY WAS LOANED TO
STUDENTS. COM NG QUT OF H GH SCHOCL | NTO THE RESERVATI ON ECONOWY
WASN' T A PERIOD USUALLY TO BE ANTI Cl PATED W TH PLEASURE. ARTHUR
FOSTER, US SOCI AL WORKER, WROTE TO PRESI DENT BROKER THAN, " OUR
BOYS AND G RLS ARE QUT OF SCHOOLS, 90% OF THEM  ARE SI XTEEN,
UNOCCUPI ED, PENNI LESS, AND IN MANY CASES GETTING INTO
DI FFI CULTIES."  SOVE PECPLE MAI NTAI NED THAN | NDI ANS SIMPLY WOULD
RATHER STEAL AND LOAF AT THAN AGE. I N RESOLUTION 8, AT THE JANUARY
9, .1939 T.E.C. MEETING THE PROBLEM WAS STATED "SOCI AL SURVEYS
I NDI CATE THAN ECONOM C DI SADVANTAGES MAKING FOR | NCREASED
DELI NQUENCY AMONG THE | NDI AN YOUTH OCCUR MORE FREQUENTLY AT THE ACE
LEVEL WHEN COVPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE |'S TERM NATED, OR SI XTEEN
YEARS. " YOUNG PEOCPLE, AT SIXTEEN YEARS, ARE TWO YEARS AWAY FROM
QUALI FYI NG FOR FEDERAL WORK PRQIECTS.

LOANS FOR EDUCATI ON VEENT FOR THE MOST PART TO | NDI AN STUDENTS

ENTERI NG VOCATI ONAL AND TECHNI CAL PURSU TS RATHER THAN H GHER
EDUCATI ON.

IN 1937 THE T.E.C. APPROVED §$ 15, 000 TO BE USED TO EDUOATE
INDIAN G RLS AT THE ST. BENEDICT M SSION SCHOOL AT WH TE EARTH
OPERATED BY THE CATHOLIC M SSIONS. 120 G RLS ENROLLED.

EARLY ORGANI ZERS WANTED TO ESTABLI SH SEPARATE | NDI AN SCHOCLS
SUPPORTED BY: THE TRIBE FOR THE TRIBE' S BENEFIT. EDWARD RODGERS,
PAST PRESIDENT OF THE M C. T., WROTE TO BROKER THAN SCHOOLS SHOULD
BE ESTABLI SHED "WHERE PREJUDI CE EXI STS AGAI NST | NDI AN PUPI LS, STEPS
SHOULD BE TAKEN TO REMOVE SUCH | NDI ANS FROM SUCH COVMUNI TI ES AND
PLACE THE CH LDREN I N OTHER SCHOOLS. WTH THIS END INVIEW IT IS
MYy OPINNON THAN IN EACH INDIAN COMUNITY A SCHOOL SHOULD BE
ESTABLISHED FOR THE CARING OF SUCH I|INDIAN CH LDREN." ARTHUR
BEAULI EU WROTE TO PRESI DENT BROKER IN 1935 THAN THE ESTABLI SHVENT
OF TRI BAL GOVERNMENT "W LL NECESSI TATE THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF SCHOOLS
TO TRAIN OUR | NDI AN BOYS AND G RLS TO MODERN AND SCI ENTI FI C METHODS
SO THAN THEY CAN MOVE ALONG MORE PROGRESSI VE AND SUCCESSFUL
PURSU TS AND BE IN A POSI TION TO TRAI N OTHERS.
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(M KE PETER BURRI'S, PERSONAL NOTES- - TRANSCRI BED)
PAGE 1

RESERVATI ON GOVERNMENT  CONTI NUED:
POVNERS:

NEGOTI ATES W TH GOVERNMENT
SOVE DI SPUTES

| NDI AN AGENT GOVERNVENT:

PROVI DES | NCOMVE & RATI ONS (TREATY PAYMENTS)
DI SCONTI NUED FARM NG
OVERSAW SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENT- FORCI BLE ATTENDANCE AT

BOARDI NG SCHOOLS
OVERSAW POLI CE (I NDI AN)

OVERSAW | NDI AN COURTS
- LESSER OFFENSES
- | NDI AN JUDGES
CONTROLLED LAND
HEALTH PROGRAMS
- ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT
-. FAM LY WELFARE

| F YOU WANTED SOMETHI NG YOU VEENT TO THE AGENT.

“ THEGOVERNMENTS PHI LOSOPHY WAS THAT THE | NDI ANS WERE CHI LDREN
CH EF S WERE ElI THER USED OR | GNORED.

- HOLE IN THE DAY, WAS USED WELL ($$)
- SI TTING BULL | GNORED

COUNCI L BUSI NESS 1884
WHETHER OR NOT TO TAKE ALLOTMENTS.

RED LAKE SAI D NO
- VE MUST HAVE ? TO G VE TO OUR 2 2 ?
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(MIKE PETER BURRIS, PERSONAL NOTES--TRANSCRIBED)

PAGE 2

T.RA.

THE FALL

1 TO HOLD?

2. EXTENDS TRUST

3. RESTORE SURPLUS LANDS.

4. PROHIBITS PROMISE OF INDIAN LAND.

5. OF INDIAN LAND.

6. — 22

7. ADD ? ? ?

8. 2 DEALS.

0. APPROPRIATIONS ? OF THESE GROUPS.
10. 2 2 2

11. DO LOANS.

12. CIVIL SERVICE.

13-15. SPECIFIC TRIBES.

16-17. TRIBAL ORGANIZATION

18. MAJORITY VOTE.

19. DEF. (DEFEATED OR DEFENDED) ?
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{MIKE PETER BURRIS, PERSONAL NOTES~-TRANSCRIBED)
PAGE 3.

EOL. (RED LAKE)

NEEDLESS TO SAY NOT ALL INDIANS WERE FOR WHEELER/HOWARD.
73 TRIBES VOTED NOT TO ACCEPT. --- R.L. (RED LAKE)

-WHICH MAN'S GOVERNMENT?

-BUREAU PERSONNEL:
- MUNNELL

- BROKER TRIBES HAD TO VOTE AGAIN
NO VOTE - INCLUSION

~ F.D.L.-30% TURN OUT
~ B..LA~COUNTED F.D.L.RES,

= ALTHOUGH MOST DIDN/T VOTE
MAJORITY OF VOTERS: WERE
2CAINST

CHIPPEWA GENERAL COUNCIL:
- RED LAKE RESIGNED 1918
- TIMBER MONEY-
~ WHITE EARTH GANG.
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THE

ORGANIZATION

APRIL 1933

JANUARY 1934

OCTOBER 29,
1934

JUNE 2, 1935

JUNE 27

NOVEMBER 6

MAY 23, 1936

JUNE 20
JULY 24

OCTOBER 10

NOVEMBER 13,
1937

FEBRUARY 22,
1939

QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO SUPERINTENDENTS SURVEYING
CONDITIONS ON THE RESERVATIONS IN MINNESOTA,

LOCAL MEETINGS TO INFORM POPULACE OF THE COMING
ELECTION TO ACCEPT OR REJECT THE I.RA. FOR THE
INDIANS IN THE JURISDICTION. THE FIRST MEETING FOR
THE GREAT LAKES REGION WAS HELD IN HAYWARD,
WISCONSIN.

ELECTION TO ACCEPT OR REJECT THE I|.RA.

NOTICE TO ELECT DELEGATES FOR PURPOSE OF FORMING A
CHIPPEWA GENERAL COUNCIL.

62 DELEGATES MEET IN CASS LAKE FOR THE FIRST TIME.
JJ MUNMNEkL,nENDIAN OFFICE EMPLOYEE AND DELEGATE,
AUTHORED  — DRAFT SUBMITTED TO THE INDIAN
OFFICE.

‘COLLIER SIGNS ORDER CALLING FOR ELECTION ON THE
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS.

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS RATIFIED.

"CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY
OF THE INTERIOR.
FIRST OFFICIAL DELEGATES MEETING HELD IN CASS LAKE.

CORPORATE CHARTER ELECTION FOR MINNESOTA CHIPPEWA
TRIBE.

ELECTION OF SX RESERVATIONS FOR OR AGAINST SUB-
CHARTERS.
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PRIOR TO OFFERING THE |NDI AN RECRGANI ZATION ACT TO THE
CH PPEVWAS | N M NNESOTA JOHN COLLIER SENT QUT A FORM TO THE AGENCY

SUPERI NTENDENTS ASKING THEM TO LIST CONDITIONS |IN THER
JURI SDI CTIONS. I N RED LAKE, RAYMOND BI TNEY REPORTED THAT THE RED
LAKE GENERAL COUNCI L HAD BEEN I N OPERATION FOR THE PAST FI FTEEN
YEARS BASED UPON THE HEREDI TARY CHI EFTAI NSHI P SYSTEM WHEN ASKED | F
WOMEN WERE ACTIVE |N TRI BAL AFFAI RS BI TNEY WROTE THAT " THE CHI EFS
DO NOT' APPO NT WOMVEN AS MEMBERS OF THEIR COUNCIL." THERE WAS, IN
RED LAKE, A BIT OF CARRY OVER, AT LEAST MORE THAT THE OTHER
CH PPEWAS, OF THE TRADI Tl ONAL CHI PPEWA MODEL OF THE
PREVI QUS CENTURY.

THERE WAS ANOTHER GROUP ON RED LAKE VWH CH THE DEPARTMENT
DIDN' T RECOGNI ZE COVWPOSED COF YOUNG AND M XED BLOOD | NDIANS WHO
FAVORED ALLOTMENT OF THE RED LAKE RESERVATION. TH S GROUP WAS
FORVED QUT OF THE WP. A, PRQIECTS ON AND ADJACENT TO RED LAKE.

IN COWARI SON THE ORGANI ZATIONS AND THE ORGAN ZATI ONAL
PROBLEM5S THE CONSOLI DATED CHI PPEWA FACED WERE TREMENDOUS. THE
ALLOTMENT ACT HAD EFFECTI VELY DESTROYED THE TRADI TI ONAL PCLI TI CAL
SYSTEM J.S. MONKS CONSOLI DATED CH PPEWA AGENCY SUPERI NTENDENT
REPORTED THAT, "HEREDI TARY CH EFS ARE NOT NOW RECOGNI ZED BY THE
I NDI ANS. SUCH CH EFS WERE RECOGNI ZED IN EARLY HI STORY HAD CONTRCL
OF THEI R TRI BES AND CONDUCTED THEI R AFFAI RS, OFTEN TO THE EXTENT OF
DESI GNATI NG WHO SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT BECOMVE A MEMBER OF THEIR
TRI BES. " AMONG OTHER DEVELOPMENTS WOVEN HAD BEEN DI SENFRANCHI SED.

THEY TOOK PART IN TRIBAL BUSI NESS MATTERS, THEY VOTED AND HELD
OFFI CE.

THERE |'S NO TRI BAL ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE CHI PPEWAS | N M NNESOTA,
El THER AS A TRIBAL COUNCIL OR A BUSINESS COW TTEE, I N THE SENSE
THAT I'T I S THE RECOGNI ZED REPRESENTATI VE CRGANI ZATI ON OF THE ENTI RE
TRIBE." REPORTED MONKS. | N FACT THERE WERE VERY FEW RESERVATI ONS
THAT HAD ORGANI ZATI ON AT ALL. "THE COUNCI LS OF THE LEECH LAKE AND
FOND DU LAC RESERVATIONS, M GHT BE ASSUMED TO REPRESENT THEIR
ENTI RE RESERVATI ONS BUT NOT THE ENTIRE JURI SDICTION OR TRIBE... |IT
MUST BE KEPT IN MND THAT COUNCILS ARE NOI ORGANIZED W TH
DEPARTMENTAL SUPERVI SI ON." THI S STATEMENT WAS WRI TTEN I N 1933. BY
1936 THE SI X RESERVATI ONS WERE TO HAVE A CONSTI TUTI ON RATI FI ED, A
SYSTEM OF DELEGATES BASED ON REPRESENTATI ON, AND A "TRI BAL" SYSTEM
OF MANAGEMENT BASED ON A TRIBAL EXECUTIVE COW TTEE. IT IS
I NTERESTI NG TO NOTE HERE THAT SINCE THE | NTRODUCTION OF THE T. E. C
I T HAS NOT' CHANGED SI NCE 1934 UNTIL THE PRESENT. | T HAS ALWAYS HAD
TWO REPRESENTATI VES FROM. EACH RESERVATI ON.
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IN SHORT HERE IS THE CONDI TION OF THE VARI QUS RESERVATI ONS
PRIOR TO THE | NTRODUCTI ON OF THE | NDI AN REORGANI ZATI ON ACT:

LEECH LAKE

"TH S LOCAL COUNCI L IS VERY WELL ORGANI ZED, REPRESENTATI VE OF
THE LOCAL LEECH LAKE BAND AND VERY ACTI VE AND | NTERESTED I N TRI BAL
AFFAIRS. AS A WHOLE THERE IS FAI R SATI SFACTI ON (ON THE PART OF THE
BANDS ABOUT THE COUNCIL'S ACTI ONS.)

GRAND PORTAGE
"NO ORGANI ZATI ON OF ANY KIND EXI STS ON TH S RESERVATI ON. "

NETT LAKE

"REPRESENTS ENTI RE RESERVATI ON LOCSELY RUN, NO CONSTI TUTI ON,
NO PROPER NOTICE FOR MEMBERS OR SET TIME FOR MEETINGS NOR ANY
REGULAR MEETI NGS. "

FOND DU LAC

"TH 'S IS NOT A RECOGNI ZED COUNCI L OF THE DEPARTMENT. IT IS A
VOLUNTARY ORGANI ZATI ON CREATED BY THE | NDI ANS W THOUT AUTHORI TY BY
THE DEPARTMENT. CRI TI Cl SM5 ARE RAMPANT ( CONCERNI NG COUNCI L ACTI ONS)
AROQUSED BY FAI LURE OF CERTAIN | NDI ANS TO RECOGNI ZE MAJORI TY RULE. "

VWH TE EARTH

"THERE WAS A WELL ORGANIZED GROUP KNOWN AS THE M NNESOTA
CHI PPEWA ASSOCI ATI ON OPERATI NG IN THE PONSFORD AREA. THEI R OBJECT
IN ORGANI ZI NG WAS TO "MAINLY COOPERATE W TH THE | NDI AN OFFI CE OR
CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAMS." THEY,
ORGANI ZATI ON NOR DID THEY ASSUME TO PRETEND ANY AUTHORITY." THI S
GROUP WAS SMALL, COWPCSED OF STUDENTS 18 AND OVER.

ON THESE FI VE RESERVATI ONS OVERALL THERE WAS NO COVPENSATI ON
PAI D TO OFFI CERS, NO SPECI AL TI ME FOR MEETI NGS, CGENERALLY THEY ARE
CALLED, ASSEMBLED, AND ELECTED BY THOSE PEOPLE ATTENDI NG THE
MEETI NG

ADM NI STRATI VELY, THE M LLE LAC RESERVATION DID NOT EXIST IN
1933.
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WHEN ONE TALKS OF THE LEECH LAKE RESERVATI ON ONE AT THI'S PO NT
DOES NOT' SPEAK OF THE LEECH LAKE BAND AS VELL. | T SHOULD BE KEPT I N

THAT THERE "ARE™SEVERAL™ BANDS W THI N THE RESERVATI ON
BOUNDARI ES. | T WAS NOT UNTIL THE ADVENT OF THE GRANTI NG OF THE SUB~
CHARTERS I N 1937 THAT THERE APPEARED A WH TE EARTH "BAND' OF
CHI PPEVA | NDI ANS REPRESENTI NG THE ENTI RE RESERVATI ON. WE MAY SEE
HERE THAT CHI EFTAINSH P FOR THE CONSCLI DATED CH PPEWA HAS BEEN

TWCE BURIED. ONCE BY THE ALLOTMENT ACT AND ONCE AGAIN BY THE
REDEFI NI TI ON OF "BAND'.

IT I'S INDEED CURI QUS THAT MONKS WOULD REFER TO THE FORMER
CH PPEWA GENERAL COUNCI L I N THE FOLLOW NG TERMS.

"THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE CH PPEWAS | N M NNESOTA WERE
STRONG WELL ORGANI ZED TRIBAL COUNCI L HAD EXI STED FOR MANY, YEARS
BUT W TH N THE LAST TEN YEARS HAVE CEASED ACTI VE WORK AND DI SBANDED

VWHEN THE | NTELLI GENT AND PROGRESS|I VE MEMBERS OF THE TRI BE CEASED
ACTI VE PART."

THI'S STATEMENT IS QUI TE CONTRARY TO THE FACTS. THE C.G C. DI ED
“FORTWO REASONS: 1) | T HAD SUPPORTED ALLOTMENT AND THE FEE PATENTS
(OR SALE OF SAME) HAD ENDED AND 2) RED LAKE HAD W THDRAWN ALONG
W TH A CONSI DERABLE NUMBER OF DELEGATES FROM THE OTHER RESERVATI ONS
AND THE C.G C. COULD NO LONGER MAI NTAIN THE PRETENSE OF A TRI BAL
ORGANI ZATI ON W THOUT LOCAL SUPPORT.

LOSS OF LAND WAS THE CAUSE OF TRI BAL DI SORGANI ZATION. | T WAS
THE “DIRECT CAUSE OF THE BREAKDOM OF TRADITIONAL SOCI AL
ORGANI ZATI ON AMONG THE CONSOLI DATED CH PPEWA. AND WTH A PAGAN
RELI G ON BASED ON A BELIEF I N THE SACRED EARTH | T WAS RESPONSI BLE
FOR THE DI SI NTEREST BY | NDI ANS | N NATI VE RELI G ON.

I N FEBRUARY 1934 SUPERI NTENDENT BURNS REPORTED TO CCOLLI ER THAT
“"AT WH TE EARTH, WHERE OVER 8,000 FEE PATENTS WERE | SSUED ONLY
ABQUT 100 STILL HAVE THEI R LANDS." | T WLL BE REMEMBERED THAT ALL
CONSCLI DATED CHI PPEWA HAD ALLOTMENT, OR AT LEAST THE MAJORITY OF
ALLOTMENTS ON THE WHI TE EARTH RESERVATI ON.

BECAUSE OF THE CH CANERY ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN COW TTED BY THE

PREVI QUS TRI BAL ORGANI ZATI ON THERE WAS CONSI DERABLE OPPCSI TI ON TO
CENTRAL GOVERNVENT.
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EARLY ORGANI ZI NG PROBLEMS | N BRI NG NG THE | NDI AN REORGANI ZATI ON AcT
TO THE CONSOLI DATED CHI PPEWA

THERE ARE A FEW THI NGS THAT NEED TO BE STRESSED BEFORE WE
PROCEED, A FEW THI NGS TO TH NK ABOUT WHEN READI NG TH S ACCOUNT OF
THE ORGANI ZATION OF TRIBAL GOVERNMENT. ONE IS THE RAPIDITY WTH
VH CH TRI BAL GOVERNMENT EMERGED FROM | TS HUMBLE BEG NNI NGS SHOMN | N
THE PREVI QUS SECTION. | N THE SPAN OF FOUR YEARS THE | NDI AN OFFI CE
BEGAN W TH PRACTI CALLY NO LOCAL ORGANI ZATI ONS AND BU LT A TRI BAL
ORGANI ZATI ON TO REPRESENT THEM THE SECOND THI NG TO KEEP INMND | S
THAT THE TRI BAL ORGANI ZATION WAS BU LT FROM THE APEX DOMWARD.
FI RST THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT ORGANI ZED THEN THE RESERVATI ONS
VWERE ORGANI ZED | NDI VI DUALLY.

IT IS CURRQUS THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE M NNESOTA CH PPEWA
TRIBE ISN T ELECTED BY POPULAR VOTE IN A SYSTEM OF REPRESENTATI ON
SUPPOSEDLY BASED ON DEMOCRATI C MODELS. NONE OF OUR TRI BAL OFFI Cl ALS
VHO HOLD PCSITIONS ON THE TRI BAL EXECUTI VE COW TTEE GOI' THOSE
POSI TI ONS BECAUSE THE PEOPLE ELECTED THEM TO THOSE OFFI CES.

I T MUST ALSO BE KEPT IN M ND THAT THE WORDS TRI BE, BAND, AND
RESERVATI ON DO NOT CONFORM TO ANY SOCI AL DEFINITION. AS THEY ARE
USED I N TH S REPORT THEY ARE ADM NI STRATI VE DEFI NI TI ONS DESI GNATI NG AN
AND ORGANI ZED GROUP COF | NDIANS RESI DI NG ON DESI GNATED TRACTS OF
LAND. ONE DCES NOT SPEAK COF A TRI BAL ORGANI ZATI ON TECHNI CALLY, ONE
SPEAKS OF A TRI BAL CORPORATI ON.
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ORGANI ZATI ON PROBLEM NUMBER ONE: HOW THE STIX RESERVATI ONS WERE
BROUGHT TOGETHER TO FORM THE M C. T.

ON THEBEG NNI NG, AS THE SAYI NG GOES, THERE WAS A QUESTI ON.

COULD THE CHI PPEWA | NDI ANS RESI DI NG ON THE SI X RESERVATI ONS

OF RED LAKE ORGANI ZE AS A "TRIBE" UNDER THE | NDI AN REORGANI ZATI ON
ACT AND DI D THEY DESI RE TO?

THE LANGUAGE OF THE | NDIAN REORGANI ZATION ACT SEEM5 TO
DEFI NI TELY EXCLUDE | NDIANS LIVING ON SEPARATE RESERVATIONS TO
ORGANI ZE A "TRI BAL" GOVERNMENT. SECTI ON 16 SAYS:

ANY | NDI AN TRIBE, OR TRI BES RESI DI NG ON THE SAME RESERVATI ON,
SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO ORGANI ZE FOR I TS COVMON WELFARE. "

M NNESOTA REPRESENTATI VE HARCLD KNUTSON MET WTH ASSI STANT
COW SSI ONER  ZI MVERVAN REQUESTI NG | NFORVATI ON° ON THE ORGANI ZATI ON
OF THE CH PPEWAS ON H S STATE. ZI MMVERVAN WROTE BACK TO H M ABOUT
THE AFOREMENTI ONED QUESTI ON:

“SEVERAL DAYS AGDO, YOU TALKED WTH ME ON THE TELEPHONE ABOUT
THE DESI RABI LI TY OF ORGANI ZI NG ALL THE CHI PPEVWA | NDI ANS UNDER
A COMMON CONSTI TUTI ON. ON THI'S CONNECTI ON, | AM SENDI NG YOU A
COPY OF A LETTER TO ACTI NG SUPERI NTENDENT MONKS VWH CH MAKES | T
CLEAR THAT UNDER THE | NDI AN REORGANI ZATION ACT IT WLL BE

- NECESSARY TO ORGANI ZE THE CH PPEWAS ON EACH RESERVATI ON. | CAN
SEE NO REASON WHY THE CHI PPEWAS SHOULD NOT ORGANI ZE A GENERAL
FEDERATI ON OR GENERAL COUNCI L, PERHAPS MADE UP OF
REPRESENTATI VES FROM EACH RESERVATI ON. "

COMWM SSI ONER COLLI ER ON JUNE 22, 1933 VO CED A SIMLAR OPINION TO
THE PONSFORD DELEGATE FRANK CLARK:

“SINCE THE CH PPEWAS OF M NNESOTA DO NOT RESIDE ON THE SAME
RESERVATI ON BUT ON SEVERAL RESERVATIONS, IT IS . OQUR OPI NI ON
THAT THE SEVERAL BANDS W LL HAVE TO ORGANI ZE | NDI VI DUALLY, "

THAT WOULD SEEM TO END THE QUESTI ON OF ORGANI ZATI ON. WRONG. AS SOON
AS THS OPINNON WAS VO CED AMONG THE |IND AN OFFICIALS ON
WASHI NGTON, OPPOSI TION - WAS HEARD. TECHNI CALLY, FROM A STRICTLY
ORGANI ZATI ONAL STANDPO NT DRAFTI NG ~ CONSTI TUTI ONS, RUNNI NG
ELECTI ONS, ESTABLI SHI NG  COCOPERATI VES, RUNNI NG  REHABI LI TATI ON
PROIECTS AND PROVI DI NG EXPENSES FORVI SI TI NG TRI BAL OFFI CI ALS COULD
MEAN A TERRI FI C AMOUNT OF DUPLI CATI ON OF DEALING W TH | NDI VI DUAL
RESERVATI ONS. THERE WAS ALSO THE PROBLEM OF DI VI DI NG TRI BAL ASSETS
SHOULD THE RESERVATI ONS ORGANI ZE | NDI VI DUALLY. SO FROM THE | NDI AN
OFFI CE' SSTANDPO NT - ONLY_SEE_CONFUS - OF - THEM+—-
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BESI DES ON SOVE RESERVATI ONS LI KE GRAND PORTAGE WHERE NEARLY
THE ENTI RE RESERVATI ON HAD TO BE BOUGHT W TH LAND ACQUI SI TI ON FUNDS
AND WHERE THEY HAD NO LOCAL ORGANI ZATI ON GRANTI NG A CHARTER WOULD
SEEM FUTILE SINCE MANY OF THE INDIAN OFFICE S PRQAIECTS WERE
DESI GNED FOR A LANDED GROUP. ONE HAD TO HAVE LANDS TO BU LD HOUSES
ON FOR REHABI LI TATION, ONE HAD TO HAVE LANDS TO USE THE ROAD
CONSTRUCTI ON° MONEY AND AN ORGANI ZATI ON THAT COULD TAKE LEGAL
RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR LOANS. ONLY A FEW OF THE RESERVATI ONS HAD AN
ADEQUATE LAND BASE OR POLITICAL ORGANI ZATION TO APPLY FOR A
CHARTER.

| RONI CALLY ENOUGH THE VERY THI NG THAT FORCED THE CONSOLI DATED
‘ CH PPEWA FROM THEI R BROTHERS THE RED LAKE CH PPEWA WAS TO PROVI DE
A MEANS TO THE | NDI AN OFFI CE TO ORGANI ZE THE CONSCLI DATED CHI PPEWA
AS A "TRIBE' WTH N THE MEANI NG OF THE | NDI AN REORGANI ZATI ON ACT.
ON THE SURFACE | T WOULD SEEM THAT ONLY HARRY HOUDI NI COULD ESCAPE
THE PLAI N LANGUAGE OF THE ACT.

THE TWO | NDI VI DUALS WHO WERE | NSTRUVENTAL | N BRI NG NG ABOUT A
CHANGE IN THE OFFICES THI NKING WERE JACOB MUNNELL AND EDWARD
RODGERS. JACOB MUNNELL WAS BOTH AN | NDI AN OFFI CE BUREAUCRAT AND
DELEGATE TO HS TRIBEE COM NG FROM THE LEECH LAKE RESERVATI ON
MUNNELL WORKED H S WAY UP THROUGH THE RANKS OF THE | NDI AN SERVI CE
TO A POSITION OF AUTHORITY BY THE TIME THE | NDI AN REORGANI ZATI ON
WAS TO BE | MPLEMENTED. HE WAS ALSO THE PRI NCI PAL AUTHOR OF THE
TRI BAL CONSTI TUTI ON AND BY- LAWS. EDWARD RODGERS WAS THE CASS COUNTY
ATTORNEY. A POSITION HE HELD SINCE 1912, HE HAD SERVED ON
COW TTEES I N THE CH PPEWA GENERAL COUNCI L PRI CR TO 1920.

THESE TWO | NDI VI DUALS WERE VELL | NFORMED ABOUT RESERVATI ON
PROBLEMS ENUMERATED ABOVE. THEY REALIZED THAT | F THE RESERVATI ONS
ORGANI ZED | NDI VI DUALLY | T WoULD BE SOME TIME BEFORE A CENTRAL
TRI BAL GOVERNMENT COULD BE ESTABLI SHED. MUNNELL WAS PART OF THE
ORGANI ZATI ONAL TEAM FORMED BY SUPERI NTENDENT . BURNS TO - EDUCATE THE
INDIANS ABOUT |.R A |If WLL BE REMEMBERED THAT PREVI QUSLY LOCAL
I NDI ANS DI STRUSTED THE | DEA OF FORM NG AN | NTRA- RESERVATI ON COUNCI L
BECAUSE WH TE EARTH WOULD DOM NATE IT THE SAME WAY THEY DI D THE
LAST ONE OR SO THEY THOUGHT. MARGARET FI SHERON OCTOBER 3, 1935 SENT
A PRELI M NARY REPCRT TO COLLI ER ABOUT TRI BAL ORGANI ZATION. I N THE
FI RST PART FI SHERON SAYS THIS IS THE FIRST TI ME THE CH PPEWAS
HAVE BEEN W LLING TO PULL TOGETHER AND ALONG COMES THE OFFI CE AND
SAYS NO, ORGANI ZE AS RESERVATI ONS. | CANNOT EMPHASI ZE TOO STRONGLY
WHAT A M STAKE | THINK THAT 1S." FURTHER ALONG | N HER REPORT SHE
EMPHASI ZES THE POTENTI ALI TI ES FOR USE OF THE CHI PPEWA | N M NNESCTA
FUND | NTER- RESERVATI ONALLY AND THE COWVPLI CATIONS OF DI VI DI NG THE
FUNDS. APPARENTLY AIDED BY THE EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM "...ilT HAS
BECOVE FI NALLY FIXED IN THEIR M NDS THAT THIS (FUND) LS TRI BAL AND
NO SI NGLE RESERVATI ON IS ENTI TLED TO ANY OF THAT MONEY FOR | TSELF,
THAT KEEPS THE TRI BAL UNI TY CONCRETELY. BEFORE THEM "
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“UNDER THAT TREATY (I.E. ALLOTMENT ACT) WE WERE RECOGNI ZED AS
COVPRI SI NG ONE TRI BE AND TREATED AS SUCH BY THE UNI TED STATES.
VE WERE JO NTLY | NTERESTED | N LANDS AND OTHER TRI BAL PROPERTY
ACQUI RED BY OUR JO NT EFFORTS AND WE HAVE BEEN TREATED AS ONE
NATI ON SI NCE THAT TI ME. "

HAD APPROVED OF THE | DEA OF FORM NG COLLECTI VELY I N
A CENTRAL GOVERNMENT BASED NOT UPON RESERVATI ONS BUT COVMUNI Tl ES.
IN THE FI RST CONSTI TUTI ON AND BY-LAWS THE T.E. C. WAS TO BE ELECTED
BY A MEETI NG OF TRI BAL DELEGATES WHO REPRESENTED THE COVMUNI Tl ES OF
THE SEVERAL RESERVATI ONS. THESE DELEGATES SELECTED AMONG THEMSELVES
BY OPEN VOTE TWO COW TTEE MEN :'TOTHE T.E. C. THE CONCEPT OF
RESERVATI ONAL REPRESENTATI ON HAD NOTBEEN ALLOWNED TO FULLY SURFACE.
I N FURTHERI NG THEI R ARGUMENT RODGERS AND MUNNELL PO NTED OUT THAT:

"...VWE ARE NOT RESI DENTS OF ANY ONE RESERVATI ON. THAT WE HAVE
NOTORGANI ZED BAND, AND THAT UNDER THI S REORGANI ZATI ON ACT V\E CANNOT
| NCORPORATE SEPARATELY WE DECI DED THAT THE CH PPEWAS OF M NNESOTA
SHOULD BE | NCORPORATED UNDER ONE ORGANI ZATI ON AND WE TRUST THAT YQU
W LL APPROVE OF THE ACTI ON TAKEN. "

BEFORE PROCEEDI NG ON TO THE ALLOTMENT ACT AND HOW I T WAS USED
TO ORGANI ZE THE RESERVATIONS INTO A "TRIBE'" A LITTLE DI GRESSION | S
NEEDED.

RESI DENCE OF A TRI BAL MEMBER ON A RESERVATI ON WAS A BUI LDI NG
BLOCK MUNNELL AND RODGERS USED TO SUPPORT THEIR CONTENTI ON.
RESI DENCY REQUI REMENTS HAD CHANGED DRAMATI CALLY SINCE THE
I NTRODUCTION OF |.R A ‘THE CH PPEWA HAD TO VOTE ACCORDI NG TO
RESERVATI ON USI NG THE ABSENTEE BALLOT | F THEY WERE VOTI NG AWAY FROM
THERE RESERVATI ON. IN VOIING TO SEND DELEGATES TO FORM A

CONSTI TUTI ON THE | NDI AN OFFI CE MADE A REGULATI ON TO GOVERN | NDI AN
PARTI Cl PATION I N THEI R SELECTI ON.

u,. WTH N THE LEECH LAKE RESERVATIONN THERE ARE-A LARCE
NUMBER OF | NDI ANS RESI DI NG I N SAI D VI LLAGE WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS
OF TH' S RESERVATI ON BUT ARE ENROLLED ON OTHER RESERVATI ONS OF
CONSI DERABLE DI STANCE FROM TH'S VI LLAGE THEY  SHOULD
PARTI Cl PATE I N THE ELECTI ON OF DELEGATES IN TH S VI LLAGE."

THIS IS INKEEPING WTH THE | . R A. DEFINI TION OF | NDI AN | N SECTI ON
19. .

"THE TERM "INDIAN' AS USED IN TH S ACT SHALL | NCLUDE ALL
PERSONS OF | NDI AN DESCENT WHO ARE MEMBERS OF ANY RECOGNI ZED
I NDI AN TRI BE NOW UNDER FEDERAL JURI SDI CTI ON, AND ALL PERSONS
. WVHO ARE DESCENDANTS OF SUCH MEMBERS WHO WERE, ON JUNE 1, 1934

RESIDING WTH N__THE PRESENI _ BOUNDARI ES OF .ANY_ | NDI AN
RESERVATI ON. "
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JOHN CCOLLI ER SAID THAT "THE OBJECT OF THIS DEFINITION IS TO | NCLUDE
ALL | NDI AN PERSONS VWHO, BY REASON OF RESI DENCE, ARE DEFI NI TELY
MEMBERS OF | NDIAN GROUPS, AS WELL AS PERSONS WHO ARE | NDI ANS BY
DEGREE OF BLOOD." WHAT THI S MEANS | S THAT THE | NDI AN REORGANI ZATI ON
ACT WAS BASED ON RECOGNI ZI NG | NDI AN COVWUNI TI ES AS THE FOUNDATI ON
O INDIAN LIFEE THE MEMBERS OF A COMMUN TY ARE THE ONES WHO
DETERM NE WHO IS AND WHO | SN' T | NDI AN AND NOT OUTDATED BAND RCLLS .
VWHOSE DESCENDANTS MAY OR MAY NOT | DENTIFY AS | NDI ANS.

VWE SEE HERE AT ONCE THE APPEAL MUNNELL' S CONSTI TUTI ON HAD FOR
THE WASHI NGTON COFFI CE. | NCI DENTALLY THE MUNNELL CONSTI TUTI ON
DEFI NED A TRI BAL MEMBER AS... —

“ALL OF THE CH PPEWA | NDI ANS DULY REG STERED ON THE APPROVED
ROLLS OF ANY OF THE ABOVE NAMED RESERVATI ONS OR BANDS OF
[ NDI ANS. "

THE | NDI AN OFFI CE AT THIS PO NT, HAD A CHANCE TO SAVE | TSELF A LOT
OF WORK | F THE CH PPEWA ORGANI ZED I NTO A CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND | T
COULD FOCUS THE | NDI ANS ATTENTI ON ON THEI R COVMUNI Tl ES.

THE MUNNELL DRAFT OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON EMBODI ED THI S CONCEPT COF -
A "TRI BE" COVERI NG SEVERAL RESERVATI ONS. NOWALTHOUGH THI S | DEA WAS
APPROVED BY THE DELEGATES THEY STILL DI DN T. WANT THE PONER OF THE
"TRIBE" CHANNELED INTO THI S ORGANI ZATION. IN A MEMORANDUM FROM
ZI MVERVAN TO BURNS ON MARCH 1936 HE SAI D THAT:

"WE UNDERSTAND FROM THE REPRESENTATIVES WHO MET WTH THE
TRI BAL DELEGATES THAT THE TRIBE DCES NOI WSH TO G VE THE
TRI BAL ORGANI ZATI ON POANER TO CONTROL THE LOCAL RESERVATI ON OR
COWUNI TY ORGANI ZATIONS AND WSHES TO LEAVE THESE LOCAL
ORGANI ZATI ONS FREE TO OPERATE | N AN | NDEPENDENT WAY AS THEY
HAVE BEEN DO NG IN THE PAST, THI'S |S ENTI RELY ACCEPTABLE TO
TH'S OFFICE, BUT WE ADVISE THE | NCLUSI ON OF A STATEMENT TO
THAT EFFECT | N THE CONSTI TUTI ON TO PREVENT CONTROVERSY | N THE
FUTURE. SUCH A STATEMENT WOULD CARRY MJCH ASSURANCE TO THE RED
LAKE RESERVATION IN THE EVENT THEY DECI DE TO PARTI Cl PATE IN
THE TRI BAL ORGANI ZATI ON.

THERE WAS QUI TE A NUMBER OF | NDI ANS RESI DI NG ON RESERVATI ONS
THEY WEREN T BORN ON AS EVI DENCED I N CHART #8 IN THE BACK OF TH' S
REPORT. THE | NDI AN OFFI CE REGULATI ON WAS NEEDED OF THOSE | NDI ANS
WERE TO BE G VEN THEIR SAY IN THE FORVATION OF THE TRIBAL
GOVERNMENT. THE DELEGATES MEETI NG WAS HELD TO DETERM NE THE TYPE OF
ORGANI ZATI ON DEEMED MOST DESI RABLE TO THE I NDIANS. AS | T TURNED OUT
THE REGULATI ON WAS TO PROVE TO BE THE BASI'S FOR DETERM NI NG FUTURE
RESI DENCE ON RESERVATIONS. | T WAS PERHAPS WELL SUI TED TO THE TI MES
SINCE EACH MEMBER OF THE "TRIBE' WORKED AND VOTED FOR THE COMMON
GO00D BUT LATER WTH THE FORMATI ON OF THE SUB- CHARTERS, WHERE THE
THEME WAS LOCAL BUSI NESS, FRI CTI ON DEVELOPED BETWEEN LOCAL MEMBERS
OF THE RESERVATI ON BANDS AND THOSE WHO HAD COVE FROM AFAR
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BACK TO THE ALLOTMENT ACT. AFTER COLLI ER RECEI VED THE RODGERS-
MUNNELL LETTER AN THE M NUTES OF THE DELEGATES MEETING HE
SUBM TTED THE QUESTI ON TO THE ACTI NG SOLI CI TOR WHETHER OR NOT THE
CH PPEWAS COULD ORGANI ZE UNDER THE |.R A. AS THE DELEGATES WANTED
OR WHETHER THEY WOULD HAVE TO ORGANIZE THEIR RESERVATI ONS

=== NDI VI DUALLY. IN" OPENI NGH S™ REMARKS IN THE AUGUST 27, 1935

MEMORANDUM HE NOTED THAT, "THERE |'S NO QUESTION, | THI NK, BUT THAT
THE ENTI RE M NNESOTA CH PPEWA TRI BE MAY ORGANI ZE UNDER A SINGLE

CONSTI TUTI ON AN CHARTER '! HE CITED AN OPI NI ON DATED NOVEMBER 7,
1934;

IN MY OPI Nl ON THE WHEELER- HOWARD ACT PERM TS THE ORGANI ZATI ON
OF ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG GROUPS:
(a) A BAND OR TRIBE OF I NDIANS WHI CH HAS ONLY A PARTI AL
I NTEREST IN THE LANDS OF A SINGLE RESERVATI ON.
A BAND OR TRI BE WHI CHHAS RI GHTS COEXTENSI VE WTH A
SINGLE RESERVATI ON.
(c) A GROUP OF | NDIANS RESI DING ON A SI NGLE RESERVATI ON,
WHO MAY BE RECOGNI ZED AS A "TRIBE' FOR PURPCSES OF
THE WHEELER- HOWARD ACT REGARDLESS OF THEIR FORMER
AFFI LI ATl ONS.
(ad)A TRIBE WHOSE MEMBERS ARE SCATTERED OVER TWO OR NORE
RESERVATI ONS | N WHI CH THEY HAVE PROPERTY Rl GHTS_AS
MEMBERS OF SUCH TRI BE.

SINCE THE CH PPEWA | NDIANS HAD THE "CH PPEWA I N M NNESCTA
FUND' THEY DI D HAVE PROPERTY RI GHTS TOGETHER ANOTHER QUESTI ON WAS
WHETHER OR NOT THE CH PPEWA TRI BE | N M NNESOTA STI LL EXI STED OR NOT
SI NCE THEY HAD BROKEN OFF W TH RED LAKE AN HAD CEASED TO FUNCTI ON
AS A UNNT. THE | NTERI OR DEPARTMENT HELD IN SOLICITOR S OPI Nl ONS
M 27381, APPROVED AUGUST |3, 1934 THEY EXI STED.

THE ACTING SOLI Cl TOR FACED WTH A MORE COVPLEX PROBLEM

"APPARENTLY IT IS THE DESIRE OF THE |NDIANS CONCERNED TO
ORGANI ZE NEI THER AS SEPARATE BANDS OR RESERVATI ONS NOR A AN
ENTI RE TRl BE, BUI' RATHER TO _-INCLUDE |IN THE GENERAL

ORGANI ZATI ON ALL THE BANDS OF M NNESOTA CHI PPEWAS OTHER THAN
RED LAKE BAND. "

NOW THE UNI TED STATES HAS RECOGNI ZED RED LAKE AS A BAND
| NDEPENDENT OF THE REST OF THE CH PPEVWAS | N M NNESOTA. | N THE COURT
CASE IN WH CH RED LAKE WAS SUED BY THE CHI PPEWA GENERAL COUNCIL IN
AN EFFORT TO PARTI TION RED LAKE' S ASSETS (THE CHI PPEWA | NDI ANS CF
M NNESOTA VS. UNITED STATES, THE RED LAKE BAND OF |INDIANS OF
M NNESQEA, | NTERVENERS: e NQuweddu#6, DECI DED JANUARY 14, 1935) THE
COURT THEY HAD OF THEIR RESERVATION AN I TS

ASSETS eae Ce

THE SECOND MAJOR REASON FOR THE INDIANS OF THE CONSOLI DATED
CH PPEWA AGENCY TO BASE THEI R CLAIM WAS THE ALLOTMENT ACT (AcT COF
JANUARY 14, 1889 25 STAT. 642).
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